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Natural Disaster Report

Your final project for this unit is to write about one natural disaster.  You may choose from the following natural disasters: 
• Hurricanes 
• Tornadoes

• Earthquakes
• Volcanoes

Your report should include the following components: 
(1) where, when, how, and why these natural disasters occur

(2) the early detection and warning systems that we currently use to protect citizens of the United States from injury

(3) how citizens can prepare for the type of natural disaster you have chosen.  

In writing your report, please complete the report using the following criteria as a guide.  
• You should use at least 3 resources in writing your report (one resources can be the Forces of Nature website).  
• Each paragraph in your report must have at least 6 sentences.  
• An outline of what your report should look like is described below.
Paragraph 1 –

Discuss the where, when, how and why of your natural disaster.  Pay close attention to the areas of the United States that will be affected by these natural disasters.  You may want to include some information about side effects of your natural disaster (ex. Flooding with hurricanes).

Paragraph 2 –

Discuss the early warning and detection systems currently used by scientists.  You may want to discuss warning times and how scientists get across their warnings out to the public.  You may want to discuss the importance of these warning systems and how they have been developed over the course of several years.

Paragraph 3 –

Discuss precautions that citizens should take in regards to your natural disaster.  There are several things citizens should do for any natural disaster and you should include these.  However, the more important precautions to include would be those that are specific to your natural disaster.
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	Paragraph Construction 
	All paragraphs include introductory sentence, explanations or details, and concluding sentence. 
	Most paragraphs include introductory sentence, explanations or details, and concluding sentence. 
	Paragraphs included related information but were typically not constructed well. 
	Paragraphing structure was not clear and sentences were not typically related within the paragraphs. 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings. Student has followed the outline specifically and added more information. 
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs. Student has followed the outline specifically. 
	Information is organized, but paragraphs are not well-constructed. Student has followed the outline loosely and is missing some key information. 
	The information appears to be disorganized. Student does not follow the outline at all. 

	Quality of Information 
	Scientific information clearly relates to the main topic and is correct. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Scientific information clearly relates to the main topic and is correct. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Scientifc information does not clearly relate to the main topic and is not correct. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic and is not scientifically correct. 

	Sources 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format. Students uses 3 or more resources. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format. Student uses only 2 resources. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format. Students uses only 1 resource. 
	Some sources are not accurately documented. Student does not use any resources. 


