

You are going to begin a research project about African Drums. Traditionally, drums have been the most important instrument in African Music. There are many types of drums, including the slit drum, the obodo, and the kettle drum. There are also many others. Use information from these web sites as well as encyclopedias and other resources to find out more about traditional African drums and how they are different. 

1.  http://www.rebirth.co.za/african_drum_history_djembe_drum.htm
2.  http://www.dancedrummer.com/history.html
3.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/music/features/africa/  

4.  http://www.asza.com/idjembe.shtml
5.  http://www.drummingafrica.com/
6.  http://www.geographia.com/malaysia/musicdance.html
7.  http://musicians.about.com/od/percussion/
8.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/
9.  http://people.ucsc.edu/%7Ebobbaq/pidicxry.htm
Goal One: List several different types of African drums and a short description of each. If you know how to insert a picture of each it would be helpful for your research later. Please write the number of the website you get your information from next to each entry. List at least 4 kinds of drums. 

Example: silt drum (7) The silt drum is used in Africa today and has been used for many years ….. etc. 
1.The djembe drum is a very wide sound.  It is used for celebrations. It is a goblet shaped hand drum, skinned with goat or antelope, which can optionally be played with a bell attached.
 2.  The djabora drum is a drum made from hallow gourd. African shaker’s made out of a hollow gourd macraméd with a loose net, with beads, grains or shells worked into the net.  

3. The saabia drum is a small gourd rattle popular among the Dagomba. 
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4.   The kora is an African harp made out of a hollow gourd with a wooden neck to fasten all the 21 strings on.
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Goal Two: Choose two drums you are especially interested in and research them in depth. This means you will write down as many facts as possible about those two drums. Include pictures (please don’t forget to put the number of the web site next to each fact) and as many facts as you can about the drums. Look up materials used to make it, how it is played, and how it is used, and what areas of Africa use that kind of drum. 
 
1. The djembe drum is a really cool drum. It is made from straps, goatskins, and cases. It is used for telling people things because it is called the talking drum. It is made from a pattern of 3 tones. All kinds of phonetic systems make this pattern of tones. It is from West Africa. Last it is played by your hands. As you can see the djembe drum is really interesting. 
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2. Another cool drum is the Ashiko drum. It is made with strips of wood placed next to one another and skinned with goat, antelope, or rarely with cow skin. It is from Sahara Africa. Another thing is it is also called the shiko drum.  It is powerful dance music. Also it is played at carnivals and dance parades. So as you can see the Ashiko drum is a real cool drum.
Goal Three: You will use your research to write a one page essay about African Drums. You will want to include several pieces. 

1. The importance of drums in the African cultures and some of the reasons and different uses they have for drums. 

2. The different kinds of drums you found and how they are different and similar from each other. 

3. Two in-depth paragraphs about the two drums you were specifically interested in and studied. 

4. Finally a conclusion 

This makes a total of 5 paragraphs for your essay. We will map this essay out using Inspiration before you begin the writing process. 

Goal Four: You will choose one of the two models you especially liked and create a model of it the best you can. Once you have chosen a traditional African drum as a model, you can build your own drum. You may want to use items such as buckets, cans, or cartons for the body of your drum. For the head you may want to use cloth, plastic or paper. Consider these questions as you think about making your drum. 

1. How will you attach the head of the drum to the body? 

2. Is one side of the drum open or are both sides covered? (you will need to learn this in your research) 

3. How will you strike the drum? (learn this also in your research, some you shrike with your hand while others you strike with a stick) 

Goal Five: Working in groups set up by Mrs. Weems you will create PowerPoint prevention about African drums to present to the class. These slides will include information from your research as well as pictures and sounds if you can incorporate them. Each group will present their PowerPoint to the class. Each student MUST participate in some form in making the slides and each student MUST be prepared to speak at some point during the presentation. 
