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Essay

Music is very important to African culture. I researched African drums. Although there were many to pick from I only picked two of them they are the djembe and the udu. Although the udu drum isn’t as popular. The djembe drum is played quite a bit in Africa.  As you read, look for the importance of drums in African culture, information on the djembe and the udu drum, and the differences and likenesses of the two drums. 



Many drums in Africa are used for celebrations such as harvesting times and weddings. Music makes up most of Africa’s culture, and drums are probably the most popular instrument. They are used as a form of entertainment at evening celebrations. When musicians play drums many people feel free to get right up and dance. Do you know of any other drums besides the djembe and the udu ?


The djembe drum is a very important drum in Africa. It is used for evening celebrations and ceremonies. Also at spring winter and summer harvesting times it is used. It was made in Mali and is now used all over Africa. It produces noise by the hitting of your hand. Dancing is the most popular form of entertainment to the rhythm  of the djembe drum. It is played a lot, and if you listen really carefully you may hear the sound of the drum on the radio once a week!



The second drum I researched was the udu drum. It is the vessel drum of the Igbo people of Nigeria. Before all the modern changes, the udu drum used to be a water jug with a hole in it. Now that there have been modern changes it is made out of thin clay and metal fillings. It is very fragile so it is played with a hand or a foam paddle. Have you ever heard the udu drum being played?


One way that the udu drum is different from the djembe drum is that the udu is more fragile than the djembe drum. Also the udu drum is from Nigeria and the djembe drum is from Mali. Although they seem quite different they are still the same in some ways. Such as they both produce sound by the striking of the hand.  Also, they are both played at ceremonies. 

 

As you can see I researched two drums called the djembe and the udu drum. Not to mention I taught you about the importance of drums in African culture. Also, you learned the difference between the djembe and the udu drum. So I guess you can say it was a successful day, and people don’t believe in the saying you learn something everyday. Go figure! 

