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BUFFALO PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Occupational Training Center

Community-Based Special Education

"Training for Tomorrow."

OUR MISSION : 

To provide individualized instruction and comprehensive services to students so that they achieve success in their transition to adult life.

PURPOSE:

The Occupational Training Center provides community based Special Education Services to students who are classified by the Committee for Special Education as having a developmental disability. The Community Based Program is designed to prepare students to perform skills needed to function successfully within a variety of community environments. Those environments include but are not limited to, their place of residence, employment settings, consumer/service settings, and social/recreational activity.  Each student has an Individualized Educational Program with goals based on identified specific transitional needs. This is congruent with our school theme  "Training for Tomorrow."

PROGRAM:

The educational program provides systematic instruction: 

· Academics with Alternate Performance Indicators. – ELA, sight vocabulary, listening comprehension, verbal expression. Mathematics – counting, money handling, time management Community Literacy (employment application process, calculator use, bus schedule use, personal calendar organization, work schedules) .

· Self-Management/Home Living, i.e. - Grooming/hygiene - Safety/health - Budgeting - Housekeeping - Meal Prep

· Recreation/Leisure, i.e. - School & Extra Curricular activities - Home Entertainment - Public Entertainment  - (movies, concerts, skating, bowling, swimming, physical activities) .

· General Community Functioning, i.e.- Community Travel/Mobility - Shopping -Accessing Community Services (Post Office, Social Services, Banking: ATM cards, Savings/Checking accounts, Public Telephone: calling cards)

· Vocational Training; School-to-Work Initiatives, i.e. - High School Group & Individual Vocational Training Sites - Transition to Supported Community Employment (Range of employability includes Adult Agency/ Workshop setting - Competitive Employment Private Sector)

TRANSITION PLANNING:

Transition Planning is an integral outcome focused part of student programming at the Occupational Training Center.  Transitions are difficult for all people, but especially for students with disabilities. Active transition plans which plan for life after school are generated by age 14 and modified when needed as students prepare to exit from school. Transitional Plans include, but are not limited to, the areas of Instructional Needs, Community Experiences, Employment,  & Adult Daily Living. 

Location of Community- Based Special Education Classes.

There are currently ten Buffalo Public Schools with Community-Based Special Education classes. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Grade Levels
	Number of Classes
	
	
	
	

	School #82 at PS #71
	
	
	Grades K - 4
	4
	
	
	
	

	816-3470
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School #45                  
	
	
	Grades K-8
	3
	
	
	
	

	816-3300
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hillary Park
	
	
	Grades K-8
	3
	
	
	
	

	School #27
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	816-4770
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harvey Austin
	
	
	Grades 5-8
	2
	
	
	
	

	School #97
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	816-4460
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burgard
	
	
	Grades 9-12
	2
	
	
	
	

	816-4450
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	McKinley  
	
	
	Grades 9-12
	2
	
	
	
	

	816-4480
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hutch-Tech @Kensington
	
	
	Grades 9-12
	1
	
	
	
	

	816-4330
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	South Park
	
	
	Grades 9-12
	2
	
	
	
	

	816-4828
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bennett
	
	
	Grades 9-12
	2
	
	
	
	

	816-4250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Emerson Commons
	
	
	Grades 9-12
	1
	
	
	
	

	816-3018
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Occupational Training Center
	
	
	Post Secondary
	8
	
	
	
	

	816-3250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Buffalo State Transition Program
	
	
	Post Secondary
	1
	
	
	
	

	878-3691
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Program Components

The Occupational Training Center provides community-based special education program to students who are classified by the Committee for Special Education as mentally retarded. Program enhancements are designed to provide additional supports for helping student with transition. 

Counseling 

Teaching students pro-social skills is a goal of their school program. Peer mediation is a validated inter-personal relations management technique being used as a strategy to address student disagreements in proactive ways. Student disability has required that Peer Mediation efforts being developed for students is modified to meet their needs. Currently in skill development small group Guidance Counseling sessions the technique of Conflict Resolution is being explored. Both systems are needed for students in community environments in which differences of opinion and change are the only constants.  

Speech and Language 

The roles of support staff in the Community Based Special Education Program have been modified to meet the needs of students at the point of learning contact. The Speech and Language Therapist has adapted the Speech Program to reflect our intent to teach students relevant skills. To do this, Speech Therapy is provided in the therapy room setting used for direct, traditional articulation and language services. The Speech and Language Therapist then redirects the teaching of those skills to non-traditional setting of the "community " as consult to the students' Teacher or Vocational Trainer service provider. This service strategy contributes to smooth community communication skills. The Speech Therapist is also helping students, families and faculty in the area of effectively working with assisted communication equipment. 

Pre-Vocational / Vocational Training

Vocational Objectives

Employment is a culturally normative adult activity.  It is our goal that each student will be employed when he or she ages out of public school programming.  The ideal employment outcome would be a competitive job.

· To acquire independent job responsibilities: punctuality, knowledge of job site and immediate supervisor, and independent travel skills

· To acquire and maintain job skills.

· To acquire specific skills as required by the job.

· To develop independence on the job.

· Learning to work cooperatively with co-workers.

Acquisition of these objectives during job training is essential for an appropriate vocational placement.   Student assessment is on going so that job readiness can be identified as timely as possible.

Criteria For Placement in Community-Based Special Education Program

Members of the Committee on Special Education should use the following criteria when considering the appropriateness of Community Based Special Education.  

A psychologist has evaluated students using both adaptive and cognitive measurements.  This profile should present significant developmental delays; typically their Full Scale IQ score is 50 or lower.

Students should be able to maintain age appropriate levels of self-control so as not to endanger the well being of self or other students in classroom or the community.  (The “Classroom” is in essence the actual community itself.)

Students with a history of severe “acting out” behavior and/or school suspension (Multiple incidents) may not have mastered enough self-control to safely participate in community training.

The situation of “Multiply Disabled” classification for students should involve a thorough investigation into the student’s behavioral /management needs.  Placement of students that are both mentally retarded and emotionally disturbed students in Community-Based also needs to be addressed judiciously.

Students need to be able to respond to directions from persons in authority and be reasonably free of impulsivity that could endanger others/them self while traveling in the Community.  Students with a history of such impulsive behavior of running into traffic, difficulty remaining in an assigned area, aggressive behavior with peers and teachers, or self-harming behaviors are not appropriate for Community-Based Special Education.  , 

The student should be able to sustain walking and/or traveling in the community for long periods of time without assistance.  This would include the use of public transportation.

Students need to have or establish good attendance patterns in order to benefit from the Community-Based program.  This criterion is important for older students due to the factor of vocational placement.  
Parents need to be supportive of Community-Based instruction by consenting to the following activities

· Participation in age and ability appropriate travel training. 

· Participation in age and ability appropriate vocational training.

The following items should be considered for inclusion on the I.E. P.

· A statement of Community Based Special Education must be included on the I.E.P.

· Participation in the N.Y.S. Alternate Assessment 

· Travel Training

· 12 month program

The staff at the Occupational Training Center is always available to provide assistance when considering the Community Based Special Education program.  It is desirable to discuss each individual case in a pre-conference contact before the committee meeting.  Please call 816.3250 to arrange a meeting with the Principal. The following page contains a CBSE Referral Form that should be faxed or e-mailed to Tom Vitale.  Fax – 838.2226, email – tvitale@buffalo.k12.ny.us
Community –Based Special Education Program

Referral Form

Date:  _________________________           

Person Making the Referral  ________________________   Phone # _______________________

Date of Birth:  _____________              

Name:  _________________________________________________  ID # ______________

(Last, First)

Address:  _______________________________________________

ZIP: ______________________ Phone: ____________________ 

Last School Attended  _____________________________________  

School Address _____________________________  Phone _______________  


Parent/ Guardian:  ________________________________________

Parent ____  Foster Parent ____  Legal Guardian ______

======================================================================

Educational Data

IQ  ______
Reading _______
Math _______  

Other Information

======================================================================

Medical Concerns

Primary Doctor:  ___________________________
  Phone: ________________________

Medical Conditions: ___________________________________________

Medications: ________________________________________________

==================================================================

Community Agency Contacts

Agency Name: _____________________________
Phone: ________________________

Contact Person:  _____________________________________________

======================================================================

Reviewed by _________________________     Teacher Assigned  ________________________

Special Ed. Placement  _______
IEP Reviewed ______  Mode of Transportation ______________

