Fables

[image: image1..pict]
Introduction:


A fable is a very short fictional tale that can be told in prose or poetry.  In many fables, the main characters are animals or inanimate objects such as pitchers or chairs.  Humans and gods can also be characters in a fable.  The main purpose of a fable is to illustrate a moral, or lesson. Sometimes the moral is stated at the end of the fable. The moral of a fable can usually be summarized in a short saying or sentence. Aesop, a Greek, is credited with writing many fables we know today.

Step 1:  Click on the following links and watch the videos. After viewing the videos you will need to complete part 1 of worksheet 1. 

The Story of Aesop

The Boy who cried Wolf
The Tortoise and the Hare
The Grasshopper and the Ants
The Horse's Mistake
Step 2: Read the following fables and complete part 2 of worksheet 1.

The Bat and the Weasels

A Bat who fell upon the ground and was caught by a Weasel pleaded

to be spared his life. The Weasel refused, saying that he was by nature

the enemy of all birds. The Bat assured him that he was not a bird,

but a mouse, and thus was set free. Shortly afterwards the Bat again

fell to the ground and was caught by another Weasel, whom he likewise

entreated not to eat him. The Weasel said that he had a special hostility to mice. The Bat assured him that he was not a mouse, but a bat, and thus a second time escaped. 

The Lion and the Mouse

A Lion was awakened from sleep by a Mouse running over his face. Rising

up angrily, he caught him and was about to kill him, when the Mouse

piteously entreated, saying: "If you would only spare my life, I would

be sure to repay your kindness." The Lion laughed and let him go.

It happened shortly after this that the Lion was caught by some hunters, who bound him by ropes to the ground. The Mouse, recognizing his roar, came gnawed the rope with his teeth, and set him free, exclaim

"You ridiculed the idea of my ever being able to help you, expecting

to receive from me any repayment of your favor; I now you know that

it is possible for even a Mouse to con benefits on a Lion."

The Wolf and the Crane

A Wolf who had a bone stuck in his throat hired a Crane, for a large

sum, to put her head into his mouth and draw out the bone. When the

Crane had extracted the bone and demanded the promised payment, the

Wolf, grinning and grinding his teeth, exclaimed: "Why, you have surely

already had a sufficient recompense, in having been permitted to draw

out your head in safety from the mouth and jaws of a wolf."

In serving the wicked, expect no reward, and be thankful if you escape

injury for your pains. 

The Farmer and the Stork

A Farmer placed nets on his newly-sown plow lands and caught a number

of Cranes, which came to pick up his seed. With them he trapped a

Stork that had fractured his leg in the net and was earnestly beseeching the Farmer to spare his life. "Pray save me, Master," he said, "and let me go free this once. My broken limb should excite your pity. Besides, I am no Crane; I am a Stork, a bird of excellent character; and see how I love and slave for my father and mother. Look too, at my feathers-- they are not the least like those of a Crane."  The

Farmer laughed aloud and said, "It may be all as you say, I only know

this: I have taken you with these robbers, the Cranes, and you must

die in their company." 

Birds of a feather flock together. 

The Farmer and the Snake

One winter a Farmer found a Snake stiff and frozen with cold. He had

compassion on it, and taking it up, placed it in his bosom. The Snake

was quickly revived by the warmth, and resuming its natural instincts,

bit its benefactor, inflicting on him a mortal wound. "Oh," cried

the Farmer with his last breath, "I am rightly served for pitying

a scoundrel." 

The greatest kindness will not bind the ungrateful

Step 3: You are now going to write a Fable of your own. You will need to complete a graphic organizer using Kidspiration(. Make sure you include all of the literary elements of a fable in you organizer.

Step 4: Print out and hand in your graphic organizer. You will need to have your graphic organizer approved by Mrs. Gonyou before you go on.

Step 5: Now that you have you graphic organizer back you will need to write a rough draft of your fable. Don’t forget to skip lines!!!!

Step 6: Make revisions on your rough draft. Be sure to use a different color pen or pencil.

Step 7: Peer conference.

Step 8: Make necessary revisions and proofread for spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

Step 9: Write a second draft, and hand it in to Mrs. Gonyou for approval. Don’t forget to skip lines!!!!!!

Step 10: Now that you have your second draft back and it has been approved type your final copy. You may choose the font and size. Make sure you choose a font that is easy to read. 

Step 11: Proofread your final copy on the computer screen and make any necessary corrections. Print your final copy and be sure to proofread it one last time. 

Step 12: Now that you have a perfect final copy, hand it in for approval by Mrs. Gonyou.

Step 13: Now that you have your final copy back, you will need to illustrate your fable. You will illustrate it on the backside of the printed versions of your final copy of your fable. Click on the following links to get help with your illustrations.

http://www.cartooncritters.com/learntodraw.htm
http://drawsketch.about.com/od/learntodrawanimals/
In order for these videos to work you will need to download the clips from Unitedstreaming.com.








