Tracking Down the Real Billy the Kid

Name ___________________________________ Date _________________________ 

Writing Assignment
At the end of this unit, you will write a minimum 600-word analytical essay on the real Billy the Kid, which includes the facts and myths associated with him. 

Please use a minimum of three interviews from the “American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1940.” The primary accounts should be compared/contrasted with accounts from a printed source by one or more respected writers such as Jon Tuska, Joseph G. Rosa, Robert M. Utley, Marshall Fishwick, Stephen Tatum, etc.

A bibliography and documentation are also required. 

Suggested Sources:

American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936 – 1940
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html
Do a search for “Billy the Kid” and read the following interviews:

"Billy the Kid" (an interview with Francisco Trujillo)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/wpa:@field(DOCID+@lit(wpa1190   30911))
"Louis Bousman"
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/wpa:@field(DOCID+@lit(wpa333090207))
"Mrs. Ella Davidson"
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/wpa:@field(DOCID+@lit(wpa119180809))
 Do a search for the “Lincoln County War” and then read the following interview:

"Early Days in Lincoln Country" (an interview with Mrs. A.E.Lesnett)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/wpa:@field(DOCID+@lit(wpa119050807))
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