Essay:  Setting Goals
Name______________________________

Directions: Write an essay about goals and their importance in your life.  Include definitions for different types of goals and give an example for each by stating your own goals. You will also be graded according to the rubric below.

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction      (organization)
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately  preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper.

	Focus on Topic (Content)
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information.
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general.
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information.
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information.

	Sentence Structure (Sentence Fluency)
	All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure.
	Most sentences are well-constructed with varied structure.
	Most sentences are well-constructed but have a similar structure.
	Sentences lack structure and appear incomplete or rambling.

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions)
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.

	Penmanship (Conventions)
	Paper is neatly written or typed with no distracting corrections.
	Paper is neatly written or typed with 1 or 2 distracting corrections (e.g.,dark cross-outs; bumpy white-out, words written over).
	The writing is generally readable, but the reader has to exert quite a bit of effort to figure out some of the words.
	Many words are unreadable OR there are several distracting corrections.


