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CORRESPONDENCE OF JUDGE HOLT AND HOX. JAMES SPEED,

THEOUGIE the courtery of Jude J. Hol, T bave been favored with the folow-
g correspondence, which throws frosh 1ight upon o dark page i the History of
the Civil War, Tao execution of B, Surrait boe provoied and stll contiouas (0
Provoke great diversity of opinion, aud these docaments, now Gt given o the
Dablic, are importunt, nob oy 85 eoutributions to the History of the Times, but
involve the otoresting question of tho rishis and duties of a cabinet offcer in
declining to make known cortain facts coming to bis kowledga in an usoficil

i ALLEN TuoRNDIKE Rick.

NGTO, April 18, 1883,
Hox. Jaxes Speen:

DEaR Si: In compliance with the promise made in our last
canversation, I now enclose you two pamphlets, published by me
in 1873, in vindication of myself from the charge of having,
when presenting the record of Mrs, Surrait’s trial to President
Johnson, withheld from him a petition signed by five member
of the Court, recommending, in consideration of her age and
sex, a commutation of her death sentence to imprisonment for
e in the Peitentiary, in consequence of which he was led to
approve the proccedings and sentence without any knowledge
whatever of the existonce of this petition. You were a member
of his Cabinct, and T have the strongest reasons for believ-
ing that this atrocious acousation is known to you to havo
been false in its every intendment. Tt originated with President
Johnson, and for years was industriously cireulated by his un
pulous abettors, though he himself did not dare make gpen procla-
mation of it until he felt assured through your letter of 80th March,
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The Woman in Battle: A Narrative of the Exploits, Adventures, and Travels of Madame Loreta Janeta Velazquez, Otherwise Known as Lieutenant Harry T. Buford, Confederate States Army

http://docsouth.unc.edu/velazquez/menu.html
Belle Boyd in Camp and Prison

http://docsouth.unc.edu/boyd1/menu.html
The Southern Husband Outwitted by His Union Wife

http://docsouth.unc.edu/plake/menu.html
