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The Constitution: Counter Revolution or National Salvation?

Issue Four: State vs. National Power
Name ____________________________________________ Date _______________________ 

. . . the main pillars of the Constitution; which we have shown to be inconsistent with the liberty and happiness of the people, as its establishment will annihilate the state governments, and produce one consolidated government that will eventually and speedily issue in the supremacy of despotism.

-The Address and Reasons of Dissent of the Minority of the Convention, of the State of Pennsylvania, to their Constituents, December 12, 1787, from Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, 1774-1789
Review the following primary source documents to find evidence regarding the powers of the states versus the power of the national government and the issues of state representation in Congress. 

· Were the Articles of Confederation adequate to address the growing needs of the United States? 

The primary sources are available on the Library of Congress website at the following addresses:

1. Letter from the Honorable Robert Yates to the Governor of New York

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(ed001217))
2. The Committee Consisting of Mr. Kearney, Relative to Indian Affairs

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc22701))
3. By the United States in Congress Assembled to Devise Means for Procuring a Full Representation

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc08901))
4. The Address and Reasons of Dissent of the Minority of the Convention, of the State of Pennsylvania, to their Constituents

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdccc0401))
