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The Constitution: Counter Revolution or National Salvation?

Issue Three: National Debt and Treasury Obligations
Name ____________________________________________ Date _______________________ 

By the union of the several states they have rescued themselves from the tyranny of a powerful nation and established constitutions on the free consent of the people...but these constitutions cannot long outlive the fate of the general union; and this union cannot exist without adequate funds to defray the expenses of the government, and to discharge those engagements which have been entered into with the concurrence of the citizens of all of these states, for their common benefit.

· An Address from the United States in Congress Assembled to the Legislatures of the Several States: Congress, Oct. 6, 1786. Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, 1774-1789
Review the following primary source documents. 

· What were the issues regarding funding for the national government and paying of foreign debt that affected the United States under the Articles of Confederation? 

· Were the Articles adequate to address the growing needs of the United States?

The primary sources are available on the Library of Congress website at the following addresses:

1. The Grand Committee’s Report on the Subject of Supplies, 1785

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc14201))
2. Several Reports and Documents Concerning the System of General Revenue

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc17101))
3. Journals of the Continental Congress. Reported in Congress, October 17, 1786

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc21101))
4. An Address from the United States in Congress Assembled to the Legislatures of the Several States: Congress, October 6, 1786

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc20801))
