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The Constitution: Counter Revolution or National Salvation?

Issue Two: Regulation of Interstate and International Commerce
Name ____________________________________________ Date _______________________ 

Under the Articles of Confederation, Congress lacked the authority to regulate commerce, making it unable to protect or standardize trade between foreign nations and the various states. In 1784, Congress requested that the states grant it limited power over commerce for a period of fifteen years, but many of the states did not comply . . . On February 16, 1785, [a] committee recommended amending the articles of Confederation so that Congress would have power over commerce.

-“Congress is Unable to Control Commerce between America and Foreign Nations” from the Special Presentation, To Form a More Perfect Union, in Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, 1774-1789
Review the following primary source documents. 

· What were the issues related to interstate commerce and international commerce that affected the United States under the Articles of Confederation? 

· Were the Articles adequate to address the growing needs of the United States?

The primary sources are available on the Library of Congress website at the following addresses:

1. Motion to Give Congress Power to Regulate Foreign Commerce

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc11801))
2. Elliot’s Debates- Report of the States on the Regulation of Commerce

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(ed00143))
3. Report of the Office for Foreign Affairs, October 7, 1785

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc15801))
4. Mr. Charles Pinckney’s Speech, in Answer to Mr. Jay, Delivered in Congress, August 16, 1786

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc20101))
