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The Constitution: Counter Revolution or National Salvation?

Issue One: Legality of the Constitution
Name ____________________________________________ Date _______________________ 
In May 1786, Charles Pinckney of South Carolina proposed that Congress revise the Articles of Confederation. Congress responded by appointing a committee to draft amendments to the Articles. On August 7, 1786, the committee produced these amendments, written chiefly by committee chairman Pinckney.

Among many changes, the amendments would have granted Congress exclusive power over commerce, and outlined punishments for poor attendance by members of Congress. Although the most ambitious effort to revise the Articles of Confederation, the amendments were never acted upon; a new convention meeting in Annapolis, Maryland, seemed likely to devise a plan for granting Congress power over trade.  

"Congress Tries to Revise the Articles of Confederation," from the Special Presentation, To Form a More Perfect Union, in Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, 1774-1789
Review the following primary source documents to find evidence regarding the legality of the proceedings by which the creation of the Constitution came about. 

· What were the issues related to the procedures of the Federal Convention and the resulting plan of government?        

· Were the Articles of Confederation adequate to address the growing needs of the United States?

The primary sources are available on the Library of Congress website at the following addresses:

1. Amending the Articles of Confederation

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdcc19701))
2. Letter from George Washington to John Jay, March 10, 1787

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-in/ampage?collId=mgw2&fileName=gwpage014.db&recNum=47
3. Letter from the Honorable Robert Yates to the Governor of New York

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(ed001217))
4. An Address of the Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-in/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdccc01b1))
5. Address and Reasons of Dissent of the Minority

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsdcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(bdsdccc0401))
