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Sea Changes: A Study of a New England Industry
Debate Instructions

Name __________________________________ Date ____________________                                  
                                                                                                                                               I. Research
Prepare to take a position on the following debate topic:
Is there a need for restrictive legislation in the fishing industry?
                                                                                                                                                II. Initial Draft of Opening Speech
Assume the role of a scientist/environmentalist or a fisherman. 
Do some background research by gathering evidence, examples, quotations etc. from various print or online resources. You can also use the website, "Will the Fish Return? How Gear and Greed Emptied Georges Bank":

http://sciencebulletins.amnh.org/biobulletin/biobulletin/story1209.html.

Using your research notes, write an opening statement outlining your position on the topic. Provide an introduction to your position that will engage your audience. Develop your position with compelling and convincing reasons. Select the strongest evidence from your research and explain how the evidence supports your position. Use language that is convincing and persuasive.
Submit the initial draft of your opening speech to your teacher.
                                                                                                                                                           III. Debate Preparation
Use the scoring rubric to assess the content of your debate speech. Make any needed revisions.
Print a hard copy of your speech and rehearse your delivery until you feel confident.
Prepare for the open debate:
· Create a chart of arguments for and against; 

· List all of the evidence that you can in support of your position and anticipate arguments and evidence the opposition will use against you; 

· Think about how you will address these arguments if they arise during the debate. 

Bring your chart and a good copy of your opening speech to the debate. 
                                                                                                                                              IV. Self Assessment 

Use the criteria in the “Debate Rubric” to prepare a written self assessment of your debate performance. Submit the final draft of your opening speech and the self assessment to your teacher.
