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The Great Depression and the 1990s:

The New Deal’s Legacy

Name ________________________________________ Date ___________________________ 

Directions

Modern welfare programs, farm subsidies, AmeriCorps, minimum wage, FDIC, the Columbia River Reclamation Project, and Social Security are modern day programs with their roots in the New Deal.  Using THOMAS, the Library of Congress’s on-line legislative site, you will research one of these programs and identify at least two current pieces of proposed legislation dealing with your program. (http://thomas.loc.gov/)

Position Paper


After examining and researching two pieces of legislation, your group will prepare a position paper on your program.  The position paper should contain two main elements.  First, a brief overview of the contemporary program should be given.  Second, the position paper needs to address the following questions:

Who does this program benefit?

Given the budgetary restrictions of the government, should the existing program 

remain intact, be reduced, or be expanded?

What is your opinion on the pieces of legislation that you investigated?

