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The Great Depression and the 1990s

Understanding the Times

Name ________________________________________ Date ___________________________ 

“People Affected by the Depression” Group __________________________________________ 

Directions

Research the experience of a group of people affected by the Great Depression.  Groups will include, but are not limited to, children, laborers, the moneyed, migrants, farmers, and artists.  Please use “American Life Histories, 1936 – 1940” from the American Memories collection  (http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html), as well as segments from John Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath, the PBS series on the Great Depression, and independent library research.


The focus of your research should be:

What was life like for your group of people in the 1930s?
How did the New Deal affect the lives of these people?

Creative Writing Photo Assignment


To demonstrate an understanding of the era and your group, you will complete a creative writing assignment.  Find a photograph from the Great Depression that illustrates your group’s identity.  The American Memory collection, books on the depression era, and classic portraits taken by Dorothea Lange and Walker Evans provide a rich selection to choose from.  Using the photograph, create a dialogue, soliloquy, letter, or fictional memoir based on the people in the picture.  The narrative should reflect your understanding of the group’s character and the historical period of the Great Depression.  
