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1/4/10-1/12/10 (Days 64-70)

Lesson plan (JR): English Regents Task II Review
Objective:  To review and practice listening comprehension techniques for the information analysis and synthesis portion of the NYS English Regents exam.

 

PRAYER
discussion/ACTIVITY
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The NYS English Regents Task II will test your ability to look at information from two different sources, analyze that information, then say what the information from those sources means overall.  In the Task II section, you will read two different informational documents (usually a short informational report and a graph/chart).  You will then be required to complete a 10 item multiple-choice section and write an essay about what you have just read.

General Guidelines for Succeeding on Task II

· Review the task guidelines; make sure you know what the task is asking you to do.

· Read each document carefully and take notes on each to help you understand what each means.

Pre-reading Questions

Before or just as you begin to read each document in detail, read the titles of each document and scan them so you may answer the following questions for yourself:

· What is the informational report about (in general)?

· What is the graph/chart about (in general)?

· What is the purpose of the essay I will write (as defined by the test’s directions/guidelines)?  In other words, once I understand all of the information given to me, how am I going to use it in my essay?

In-Depth Reading Questions

When you read each document closely, you should be able to answer the following questions for yourself:

· Basically, what does the data in the informational report say & mean?

· Basically, what does the data in the graph/chart say & mean?

· How will I use the information in both documents to write my essay?

· What details from the informational report are important to include in my essay?

· What details from the chart/graph are important to include in my essay?

Rubrics for the Task II Essay

When writing your Task II essay, you will be graded against the following guidelines:

· Meaning:  Does your writing show that you understand what the documents were about?

· Development: Do you use a wide range of ideas and details from both documents in your writing (or do you keep repeating the same ideas and details in your essay)?

· Organization: Is your writing focused (or do you jump from subject to subject within your essay)?

· Language Use: Do you use a sophisticated style in your writing (high-level vocabulary, literary terms, etc.)?

· Conventions: Is your writing grammatically correct?
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The teacher will pass out a worksheet containing the informational documents, multiple choice items, and writing guidelines for Task II of the August 2006 New York State English Regents, as well as a worksheet containing pre-reading and in-depth reading questions and space for students to fill in the answers to those questions.  The teacher will review the multiple choice section answers with the students at the end of the class period.

New York State English Regents Task II Questions Worksheet & Practice Examination

Below, you will find the writing guidelines and multiple-choice section for a listening comprehension passage given as part of the August 2006 New York State English Regents examination.  Take five minutes to read over the writing guidelines and multiple-choice items, then skim each of the informational documents and answer the pre-reading questions on this worksheet.

After you complete the pre-reading questions, read each informational document in detail, then complete the multiple-choice questions and the in-depth reading questions on this worksheet.

Good luck!

Directions: Read the text and study the time line on the following pages, answer the multiple-choice questions, and write a response based on the situation described below. You may use the margins to take notes as you read and scrap paper to plan your response.

The Situation: Your economics class is studying the effects of consumerism. For a class debate, your teacher has asked you to write a position paper discussing whether consumer culture has had a positive or

negative impact on society.

Your Task: Using relevant information from both documents, write a position paper for your economics class in which you discuss whether consumer culture has had a positive or negative impact on society.

Guidelines - Be sure to:

• Tell your audience what they need to know about the impacts of consumer culture.

• Discuss whether consumer culture has had a positive or negative impact on society.

• Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the text and the time line to support your position.

• Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a position paper for an economics class.

• Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner.

• Indicate any words taken directly from the text by using quotation marks or referring to the author.

• Follow the conventions of standard written English

Multiple Choice Questions

Directions (1–10): Select the best suggested answer to each question and write its number in the space provided on the answer sheet. The questions may help you think about ideas and information you might want to use in your writing. You may return to these questions anytime you wish.

1. Consumer critic Michael Jacobson believes that shopping has become:

(1) a primary goal
(2) a harmless pastime
(3) an extension of work
(4) an Internet activity

2.  According to lines 29 and 30, our consumer culture has the effect of:

(1) hampering financial planning  

(2) replacing family activities  



           (3) inspiring worthless products

(4) causing traffic congestion

3.  “Critics of consumerism” believe there should be limits placed on:

(1) spending in malls
(2) prices for entertainment
(3) repackaging of products     (4) marketing to children

4.  An example of the “barrage of advertisements” (line 63) includes endorsements on:

(1) furniture 

(2) food

(3) clothing

 (4) appliances

5.  According to Stephen Moore (lines 109 through 113), slowing consumerism would result in:

(1) increased inflation 

(2) rising unemployment 
(3) new taxes
 (4) more innovation

6.  According to Debbie van Opstal (lines 115 through 121), as consumers become more selective, industry is pushed to:

(1) generate new products    (2) promote workers faster    (3) offer fewer choices      (4) build customer loyalty

7.  The time line indicates that the first attempt to respond to the harmful effects of television commercials took place in:

(1) 1948 
(2) 1960
(3) 1978
 (4) 1991

8.  According to the time line, the most recent contributor to consumerism is the:

(1) credit card 

(2) Internet 

(3) television
 (4) shopping mall

9.  The time line implies that consumerism is a product of:

(1) advertising use
(2) government control
     
 (3) population growth

 (4) increased wealth

10.  A valid conclusion that can be drawn from the time line is that since 1950 consumers have increased their:

(1) purchases of expensive goods  (2) number of credit cards  (3) money in savings  (4) buying on credit
Pre-Reading Questions

What is the informational report about (in general)?___________________________________________

What is the graph/chart about (in general)?__________________________________________________

What is the purpose of the essay I will write (as defined by the test’s directions/guidelines)? ___________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

In-Depth Reading Questions

Basically, what does the data in the informational report say & mean?_____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Basically, what does the data in the graph/chart say & mean?____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How will I use the information in both documents to write my essay?_____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What details from the informational report are important to include in my essay?____________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What details from the chart/graph are important to include in my essay?___________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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In groups, students will generate strategies for generating an essay for the August 2006 New York State English Regents, highlighting significant pieces of information from each informational document that should be included in such an essay.

1/7 & 1/8 

In groups, students will take the Task II section of the January 2004 New York State English Regents exams (one multiple choice section and one essay per group).

1/11 & 1/12

Students will take the Task II section of the August 2008 New York State English Regents exams individually.


HOMEWORK

· 1/4: SAT Vocab worksheet # 11
· 1/4 – 1/11: Review your class notes and group work toward improving your Regents Task II work.

· 1/12: Study all previous materials in preparation for your Regents Exams.
The Consumer Culture

Steve Brigance joined the throngs of shoppers at the vast Potomac Mills mall in Woodbridge, Va., for one reason: to pick up a pair of shoes for his wife. His mission accomplished, he pushes his young son and daughter in their stroller from store window to store window, checking out the season’s offerings. But he’s

done his shopping for the day….

And Potomac Mills — with its 230 stores and 1.7 million square feet of space — is the place to go. Indeed, Brigance says, malls like the mammoth emporium literally feed our nation’s obsession with acquiring things.…

But while the unbridled consumerism symbolized by Potomac Mills worries Brigance, other shoppers at the bustling mall are untroubled by Americans’ embrace of shopping as recreation.

“I don’t see anything wrong with it,” says Rebecca Michalski, a sixth-grade teacher from Fairfax, Va. “I come to Potomac Mills sometimes with my family, and we find that it’s a good way to spend time together.” Moreover, she dismisses the criticism of people like herself who enjoy shopping. “Look, people spend their time the way they want to,” she says, “and that’s no one else’s business.”

That may be true, says Michael Jacobson, executive director of the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. But advertising and marketing have become such strong forces in our society, he says, that consumption for many people has become less a question of personal choice and more a compulsion….

According to Jacobson, [author Mark] Buchanan and other critics of consumerism, the need to buy is literally programmed into us by the media, through advertising and the glorification of material wealth.

“The idea that you can buy fulfillment is repeated constantly in the media, like background noise,” says Betsy Taylor, executive director of the Center for a New American Dream, a think tank in Takoma Park, Md., that focuses on “quality of life” issues.

In addition, critics say, consumerism has displaced other, more important yearnings, such as spending time with our families and in our communities. “Even among religious people I see it,” Buchanan says. “They rush out of church on Sunday so that they can go to the mall and shop.”

But other observers, economists among them, see the criticism of consumerism as misdirected. They argue that consumers are not brainwashed slaves to shopping but intelligent people who know what they want and usually purchase things they genuinely feel that they need.…

In the final analysis, [economists Diane] Furchtgott-Roth, [Martin] Regalia and others say, consumer spending drives the economy, creating jobs and bringing material prosperity to many millions of Americans.  “The people who make all of these goods use the money they’re paid to do things like buy a house, send their kids to school and build their churches,” Regalia says.

Still, the critics contend, society needs to impose some limits on what they see as rampant and harmful consumerism, especially when it’s directed at children. Many critics of consumerism even say that television advertising aimed at children should be severely limited at the very least, or banned.…

“Kids are very susceptible to advertising, and advertisers know it,” says Kathryn C. Montgomery, president of the Center for Media Education, a children’s advocacy group.

In addition, Montgomery and others argue, the constant barrage of advertising prods children to frequently ask for things that their parents either can’t afford or don’t want them to have.…
But others argue that it is for parents, not government regulators, to decide what their children watch. “Parents have certain standards, and they impose those standards on their kids,” says Jeff Bobeck, a spokesman for the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB).

Opponents of putting limits on advertising also argue that commercials do not send children pernicious1 messages or turn them into bad citizens. Indeed, Bobeck and others point out, most of today’s adults grew up on television and are now productive and law-abiding citizens.…

Taylor and others argue that the desire to reduce or even replace important needs in our lives with consumption is prompted to a large extent by the media, with their almost relentless barrage of advertisements. Indeed, according to a recent article in Business Week, the average American is exposed to 3,000 commercial messages per day, from television and newspaper advertisements to billboards, signs and logos on clothing.…

“The message is that you are the center of the universe, that you have needs and that you won’t be fulfilled until you buy the right product to fill those needs,” Taylor says.…

The problem with this message, Jacobson and others say, is that it’s misleading, because happiness and fulfillment are not the natural byproducts of consumption. “It’s a quick fix, at best, because while you feel better for a little while, it doesn’t last and then you have to go buy something else,” says Taylor. Ironically, Taylor and others say, excessive shopping is not only unsatisfying but highly impractical.

“One of the things that consumerism has done is to teach us to value things too little,” Buchanan says. “We always want the newest or the best version of a computer or car or whatever even when we really have no need to replace what we have.”

We need to recapture the “sacredness” of things, Buchanan continues, “to appreciate the things we already have and not constantly be lusting after something more.”

But others dispute this vision of addicted, unhappy consumers who buy simply to satisfy other needs, arguing that people generally purchase goods and services because they think they need them.…

For Furchtgott-Roth and others, the beauty of the American consumer economy is that it gives people an array of choices. “On balance, more and better choices make people much happier,” says CATO’s [Stephen] Moore. “The proof is in the pudding,” he adds, referring to the simple economic reality that if Americans didn’t want more choice, the market wouldn’t respond by creating more. “And besides,” he says, “you always have the choice not to buy.”

Indeed, Furchtgott-Roth and Moore argue that, contrary to what the critics of consumerism say, people are not entirely in the thrall of advertisers and marketers. “I don’t believe in the idea that the supply is creating the demand,” Moore says, “because a lot of products fail even though they’ve been introduced with sophisticated promotional and advertising campaigns.” For example, he points to failed promotional campaigns for new products, such as the infamously unsuccessful effort to introduce New Coke in the mid-1980’s.…

Finally, the supporters say, even habitual shoppers who spend most of their time in malls shouldn’t be criticized or looked down upon. “Shopping is a leisure activity for some people,” Furchtgott-Roth says. “If it’s something that they want to do, something they get value from, there’s nothing wrong with it.”

But opponents of consumerism say that rampant buying is inherently wrong and that society has a responsibility to find ways to discourage it. One way, according to Robert Frank, professor at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., would be to make it more expensive for people to spend their money, especially on

luxury goods. “We need to tax savings less and consumption more, to encourage people to spend less and save more,” Frank says.…

But CATO’s Moore warns the critics to be careful about what they wish for. “Our whole economy is based on consumers buying things,” he says, “and if we stopped buying as much as we now do, the whole economy would naturally slow down” and the results would be devastating. “For starters, many people would

lose their jobs.  A cutback on consuming would cause other, equally devastating results, Moore and others say. “Consumerism tends to speed the pace of innovation,” says Debbie van Opstal, senior vice president at the Council on Competitiveness, a nonprofit membership group that seeks to increase public awareness of the value of economic competition. According to van Opstal, highly selective consumers impel companies to constantly work at building better mousetraps for less.

“There’s nothing that forces companies to do things better, cheaper and faster than demanding customers,” she says.…

— David Masci

excerpted from “The Consumer Culture”

CQ Researcher, November 19, 1999
[image: image1.wmf]
Name:______________________







1/7/10
New York State English Regents Information Analysis & Synthesis Exam – Multiple Choice

Read the informational documents and answer the following multiple-choice questions (to be turned in at the end of the period).  After you have completed this sheet, turn it in and you may start your essay.

Multiple-Choice Questions

Directions: Select the best-suggested answer to each question and circle its number. The questions may help you think about ideas and information you might want to use in your writing. You may return to these questions anytime you wish.

1.  The first paragraph implies that the primary purpose of a teen curfew law is to ensure that teenagers: 

(1) get adequate nutrition      (2) attend school      (3) receive legal advice     (4) stay home at night

2.  The statistics cited in the second paragraph are used to illustrate:

(1) the causes of youth violence  

(2) a plan for crime prevention  


           (3) an increase in juvenile crime

(4) the effectiveness of teen curfews

3.  According to the text, civil-liberties groups claim that curfews are illegal because teenagers have the right to:

(1) vote on curfew ordinances

(2) gather in public
(3) own property
(4) hold jobs

4.  As used in the first full paragraph on page 2 of the narrative report, “encroaching” most nearly means:

(1) increasing recreation
(2) enforcing laws
(3) reducing crimes
(4) exceeding limits

5.  According to Gregory Bodenhamer, one benefit of curfew laws is that they:

(1) permit early intervention in lives of at-risk youths      (2) impose punishment on parents of delinquents

(3) provide communities with crime statistics
(4) encourage teenagers to identify career interests

6.  The author develops the text primarily by providing:

(1) descriptions of curfew programs


(2) arguments of advocates and critics

(3) interviews with mayors and judges

(4) anecdotes by teen participants

7. According to the time line, the first organization formed to offer teenagers alternatives to crime was the

(1) Police Athletic League 


(2) Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

(3) Boys and Girls Clubs of America

(4) National League of Cities

8.  According to the time line, a sharp increase in the violent crime rate for juveniles occurred during the:

(1) 1950s 

(2) 1960s

(3) 1970s
 
(4) 1980s

9.  The time line entries for December 1997, June 1998, and February 2000 offer differing conclusions about the:

(1) legality of curfews    (2) popularity of curfews    (3) effectiveness of curfews    (4) future of curfews

10.  The time line entries for 1989 and 1993 reveal a conflict between the:

(1) cost of enforcement and benefit to society
(2) rights of juveniles and interests of the state

(3) rights of parents and interests of politicians         (4) protection of the accused and rights of prosecutors

Regents Task II Essay Writing Guidelines

Using the informational documents provided to you in class, follow the directions below to write a New York State English Regents Task II essay.  You may begin your essay today (1/7/10) and continue to work on it on Friday (1/8/10).  If you do not complete it in class on that date, you may complete it for homework, but it must be turned in at the beginning of class on Monday (1/11/10).
Directions: Read the text and study the graphic on the following pages, answer the multiple-choice questions,

and write a response based on the situation described below. You may use the margins to take notes as you read and scrap paper to plan your response.

The Situation: Members of the governing body of your community are discussing ways to reduce juvenile crime. They have proposed a curfew for youths under the age of seventeen. You have decided to write a speech to deliver during the public comment portion of their next meeting in which you agree or disagree that a youth curfew is an effective way to reduce juvenile crime in your community.

Your Task: Using relevant information from both documents, write a speech to be given to members of the governing body of your community in which you agree or disagree that a youth curfew is an effective way to reduce juvenile crime in your community.

Guidelines - Be sure to:

• Tell your audience what they need to know about youth curfews.

• Indicate whether you agree or disagree that a youth curfew is an effective way to reduce juvenile crime in your community.

• Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the text and the time line to support your opinion.

• Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a speech for members of the governing body of your community.

• Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner.

• Indicate any words taken directly from the text by using quotation marks or referring to the author.

• Follow the conventions of standard written English.
Teen Curfews

Over the past several years, concern about juvenile crime and teenagers’ safety has led many U.S. cities to enact teen-curfew laws. Such laws make it illegal for youths under a certain age--usually 16 or 17--to be in public places during specified hours, usually between 11 p.m. or midnight and dawn.

While the overall crime rate has declined for the past four years in the U.S., the juvenile violent-crime rate, comprising murder, rape, robbery and aggravated assault, has climbed, except for 1995. In that year, the juvenile violent-crime rate declined slightly, but it did so for only the first time in almost 10 years. Between 1984 and 1994, the homicide-arrest rate for juveniles nearly tripled. Just under 2,800 juveniles were arrested for homicide in 1994, compared with 958 such arrests in 1984. The number of gun homicides by juveniles quadrupled between 1984 and 1994....

In response to high levels of juvenile crime, 146 of the nation’s 200 largest cities now enforce teen curfews. Ninety of these municipalities have passed new curfew laws or have begun enforcing old ones since 1990. Including smaller cities and towns, about 1,000 communities now impose teen curfews.

Advocates of curfews, including President Clinton (D), some members of Congress and many law-enforcement officials, say that they are an effective crime-fighting tool. They point to declining crime rates in cities with curfews as proof that curfews work.

Curfews are needed to keep juveniles from committing crimes, advocates say, but also to protect youths, who are increasingly the victims of violent crimes. According to the National Center for Juvenile Justice, based in Pittsburgh, Pa., the number of juveniles murdered in 1994 was 47% greater than the number

murdered in 1980.

Curfew backers argue that if fewer teens are on the streets, fewer crimes will be committed by and against juveniles. Curfews help overburdened parents who are not always able to supervise their children or keep them at home, advocates say, and also protect neglected teens whose parents play little or no role in their

lives.

But teen-curfew laws have not been universally accepted. Some teens resent curfews, and civil-liberties groups have challenged the legality of curfew ordinances, claiming that they are unconstitutional. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), many teenagers and some parents argue that the laws violate minors’ freedom of assembly as guaranteed by the First Amendment to the Constitution. They say that that right applies to people of all ages at all times. Curfews have also been criticized for encroaching on the rights of parents to determine rules for their own children. Critics say that parents should be able to set restrictions within their families without government interference. Others claim that curfews are ineffective, pointing to statistics showing that most juvenile crimes occur between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m., usually right after school days end, and many teenagers have little to do then but loiter. The money spent on enforcing curfews could be better spent on after-school recreational or educational programs for teens, they say. Finally, some experts contend that curfew laws are more strictly enforced in minority neighborhoods than in predominantly white areas, a practice that they believe can worsen racial tensions and is yet another example of authorities’ distrust of minority residents, especially youths....

No nationwide study has been conducted on curfews’ effectiveness in reducing juvenile crime. But in several cities where curfews have been enforced, police departments have reported declines in juvenile crime rates. In Dallas, Texas, where a curfew for youths under age 17 took effect in May 1994, violent crime by juveniles has decreased by 30.3%, according to Dallas police, while overall juvenile crime has decreased by 20.7%.…

Regardless of such lower-crime developments in some cities, juvenile crime rates nationwide remain largely higher than in the past. Many law-enforcement officials are particularly disturbed by what today’s trends will mean for the future. A September 1995 Justice Department study predicted that the number of juveniles arrested for violent crimes would double by the year 2010. A parallel boom in the teenage population is also predicted. In 10 years, the 40 million children currently under 10 years old in the U.S. will become teenagers. The number of 14-to 17-year-old males is expected to rise 23% by 2005, and the overall under-18 population is expected to increase to 74 million in 2010, from 69 million in 1995.

The vast majority of those youths will be law-abiding, and most will have a strong base of parental support and influence that will keep them safe and away from crime. However, many analysts point out that an overall increase in the nation’s youth population also means that more juvenile offenders will be preying on victims. Some analysts are quite pessimistic in their examinations of such trends. John DiIulio Jr., a leading crime expert and director of the Brookings Institution’s Center for Public Management in Washington, D.C., describes what he sees as the future of juvenile crime:

Americans are sitting on a demographic time bomb. The large population of 7-to 10-year-old boys growing up fatherless, Godless and jobless--and surrounded by deviant, delinquent and criminal adults—will give rise to a new and more vicious group of predatory street criminals than the nation has ever known.

DiIulio’s prediction that this group will become a new breed of “superpredators” has heightened concerns about juvenile crime and forced policy makers to seriously examine how best to approach it….

Other curfew advocates say that curfews provide an opportunity for teens who are at risk for becoming delinquents to get needed help. Gregory Bodenhamer, a community crime consultant in Portland, Ore., says that curfew laws are “one of the most dependable, least intrusive methods to identify and help children from the neglectful and chaotic families that produce most of the nation’s young criminals.”

Law-enforcement officials who favor curfew laws say that they are a straightforward, proactive and enforceable way to fight juvenile crime. They say that any infringements on juveniles’ liberty will be outweighed by the safety benefits curfews will bring. “I’m sure that a lot of teenagers think this is too strict,” [President] Clinton said in May 1996. “But they must also know that it’s a dangerous world out there and these rules are being set by people who love them.”...

Yet critics of teen-curfew laws say that they are simplistic solutions that sound appealing, especially to politicians who want to sound pro-family and tough on crime, but achieve very little. Many say that curfews cannot possibly reduce juvenile crime over the long run because most juvenile crimes occur in the afternoon hours when most juveniles are unsupervised. James Alan Fox, the dean of the College of Criminal Justice at Northeastern University in Boston, Mass., says, “The problem with curfew laws is that most kids, the good, the bad and the tired, are asleep at midnight.”

Others say that curfews will not stop youths who are already engaged in criminal lifestyles. Arthur Spitzer, the legal director of the ACLU in Washington, D.C., says, “I find it very hard to believe that a curfew would have any significant effect on teenagers who are selling drugs, stealing cars or carrying a gun. The very

thought that they would be deterred … is laughable when these kids are facing up to 10 years [in prison].”…

Yet defenders argue that curfews work by forcing youths to consider the consequences of violating curfews. The laws are also effective, supporters say, in influencing youths before they become potentially involved in criminal activity. In many cities with curfews, they point out, curfew centers are staffed with trained counselors who try to identify the problems at the root of a youth’s delinquency, whether by aiding communication in families or by referring them to other social services.…

One of the most frequently heard points made in the debate over teen curfews is that young people need positive activities to engage in. Many say that after-school programs and organized sports leagues work to reduce crime because they give teens a safe and constructive alternative during the afternoon, when most juvenile crime takes place.…

Some experts maintain that curfews alone cannot reduce juvenile crime. Alfred Blumstein, a leading criminologist at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pa., says that curfews must be augmented1 by community centers where young people can go to meet other teens in a safe atmosphere, play sports and receive tutoring or counseling. “This would be a logical extension of curfews that makes them positive and not just another rule for kids to break,” he advises.

— excerpted from “Teen Curfews”

Issues and Controversies, August 31, 2000
Time Line: Milestones in Teen Curfews in the United States

· 1936 Police Athletic League (PAL) is founded in New York City to give teens a positive alternative to crime through sports and recreation.

· 1948 Chicago, Ill. enacts youth curfew.

· 1953 Boys and Girls Clubs of America are established in public housing projects. Clubs offer social, educational, career and leadership programs to disadvantaged youths.

· 1968 Phoenix, Ariz. enacts youth curfew.

· 1974 Congress passes the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, which establishes the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP). The OJJDP gives funding to states to create programs to combat juvenile crime.

· 1980s In the mid-1980s, the juvenile violent-crime rate, which held steady throughout the 1970s and early 1980s, surges upward.

· 1989 In March, U.S. District Judge Charles Richey blocks implementation of a Washington, D.C. teen-curfew ordinance, saying the law raises “serious constitutional claims” for juveniles.

· 1990s A majority of large cities begin passing teen-curfew ordinances or enforcing existing curfews.

· 1993 In November, U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals upholds a Dallas, Texas teen curfew. The court rules that the curfew is justified by the state’s “compelling interest” in curbing juvenile crime and protecting juveniles.

· 1995 In November, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) files a lawsuit in U.S. District Court to challenge a new Washington, D.C. curfew law that was modeled after the recently upheld Dallas ordinance.

· 1996 In May, in a speech in New Orleans, La., President Clinton (D) endorses curfews as an effective way to combat juvenile crime.

· 1997 In June, the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals overturns a San Diego, Calif., ordinance that has prohibited teens from being on the street unaccompanied by an adult after curfew hours except in specified circumstances…. The district court had ruled in favor of the city, but the appeals court overturned that verdict and ruled that the statute as drafted was unconstitutionally vague.

· 1997 In December, a report by the National Council of Mayors concludes that cities that imposed youth curfews experienced significant decreases in juvenile crime….

· 1998 In June, a study on the impact of curfews on juvenile crime in California, released by the Justice Policy Institute, finds that curfews are more a public relations gimmick than an effective crime-fighting tool….

· 1999 In March, the U.S. Supreme Court declines to rule on a Charlottesville, Va. case in which the city’s curfew had been challenged by a group of parents and teenagers who contended that the statute both infringed on the parents’ right to raise their children as they believed best and on teens’ basic freedom of movement. The city, in turn, argued that it was within its rights in enacting legislation “to protect the welfare and safety of children.”…

· 1999 In June, a federal appeals court upholds a Washington, D.C., statute imposing a curfew on those younger than 17, forbidding them from being in a public place after 11:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday or after midnight on Friday or Saturday unless accompanied by an adult. The law does allow certain exceptions, such as travel to and from work or for emergencies. The ruling of the appeals court overturns a lower court ruling that the law is unconstitutional because it violates the rights of law-abiding young people and interferes with parents’ right to raise their children as they see fit….

· 2000 In February, a survey released by the National League of Cities concludes that curfews are in fact an effective way of deterring some crime, although they do little to reduce hard core gang activity….

· 2000 In July, a federal district court judge rules that Indiana’s curfew law, passed in 1945, violates the Constitution’s Fourth Amendment protection against unreasonable search and seizure.…

Sources (adapted):

· “Milestones in Teen Curfews in the U.S. (sidebar),” Issues and Controversies, August 29, 1996

· “Teen Curfews,” Issues and Controversies, August 31, 2000

Guidelines: Task 2 Information Analysis and Synthesis Essay

Below are instructions for completing a Task II essay.  Note that these are just some basic guidelines for completing the essay; you are welcome to follow a different format if it will allow you to write your essay more comfortably.

At the very least, read and follow the directions given to you in the essay Situation and Task; reading these directions should eliminate about 95% of your confusion regarding what you are actually supposed to do when writing the essay.

Introductory Paragraph

· State the subject of your essay.

· State your position with regard to that subject (i.e.: do you agree or disagree with the issue discussed in the informational documents, do you think that the subject of the documents is good or bad, etc.).  Please note that you will most likely be told what your position will be in the essay directions.

First Body Paragraph

· Give one MAJOR REASON for having taken the position you did with regard to your subject.  Then, use at least 3 facts from either the report and the timeline to support your position).

Second Body Paragraph
· Give a second, separate MAJOR REASON for having taken the position you did with regard to your subject.  Then, use at least 3 facts from either the report and the timeline to support your position).

Concluding Paragraph

· Restate your position

· Summarize your arguments

· Conclude your essay.

New York State English Regents Information Analysis & Synthesis Exam 

Directions: Read the text and study the graphic on the following pages, answer the multiple-choice questions, and write a response based on the situation described below. You may use the margins to take notes as you read and scrap paper to plan your response.

The Situation: Your school’s athletic department is planning its budget and has asked for student input. You have decided to write a letter to your school’s athletic department recommending that lacrosse be a part of the

school’s sports program.

Your Task: Using relevant information from both documents, write a letter to your school’s athletic department in which you recommend that lacrosse be a part of the school’s sports program. Write only the body of the letter.

Guidelines - Be sure to:

• Tell your audience what they need to know about lacrosse

• Recommend reasons why lacrosse should be a part of the school’s sports program

• Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the text and the graphic to support your recommendations

• Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a letter to your school’s athletic department

• Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

• Indicate any words taken directly from the text by using quotation marks or referring to the author

• Follow the conventions of standard written English

Text

…Twenty years ago lacrosse—in shorthand, lax—existed as a niche
 sport, popular in and around Baltimore and parts of New York State and New England, with most of the top players developed on boarding school campuses. Now the number of youth-league players in the U.S. aged 15 and under is estimated to be 186,000, more than twice what it was in 2001. The explosion is similar at the high school level, where no other team sport has anything close to lacrosse’s rate of growth. Two African-American midfielders, Johns Hopkins’s Kyle Harrison and Ohio State’s Regina Oliver, are among this season’s [2005] best college players, a striking development in a sport long associated with pedigreed preppies. Equipment sales are rising by at least 10% annually, and a 2004 survey of 400 sports-industry executives identified lacrosse as the pro niche sport most likely to bust out. “There’s a drumbeat,” says Bob Crowley of Mustang Management, a private equity firm that has sunk millions into the lacrosse equipment company Cascade. “Just go into your community on a Thursday night and look at the number of kids playing lacrosse.”

The game is even penetrating the consciousness of Joe Fan. While in 2002 you could have found precisely three nationally televised lacrosse games, all collegiate, on network and cable, this year [2005] NBC has already aired the All-Star Game of the indoor National Lacrosse League and will cover the NLL Champion’s Cup final on May 14; the just-launched network ESPNU will add 10 regular-season games to ESPN’s NCAA championship coverage; over the summer ESPN2 plans to air a game of the week from Major League Lacrosse, the outdoor pro league, for 12 weeks; and cable newcomer CSTV is airing 22 college games, men’s and women’s, in all divisions. Nearly 47,000 people turned out in Baltimore last spring for the semifinal matches of the NCAA [National Collegiate Athletic Association] men’s Final Four, and for the final, between Navy and Syracuse, ESPN logged a record 0.7 rating, nearly doubling its figure from 2002.…

Part of the game’s appeal is its composite nature. If you like basketball, lacrosse offers zone and man-to-man defenses, fast breaks and set plays, and its basic offensive maneuver is that hoops staple, pass and screen away from the ball. If you like soccer, lax has the precision passes and the ability to bring spectators to their feet with a goal—except that fans find themselves on their feet 20 times a game. If you like ice hockey, the action and even the terminology are much the same in lacrosse, from face-offs to man advantages to setups behind the net. And if you’re a boy who likes football, you get to put on a helmet and pads and hit somebody. (The difference, says former Syracuse coach Roy Simmons Jr., is that lax “is not 11 guys coming out of a huddle knowing what’s about to happen. It’s more fanciful, imaginative and open.”) The women’s game, by contrast, is noncontact, without helmets or pads, and its prohibition of body checking allows for more fluid play.…

As parents discover that lacrosse is more exciting than soccer, cheaper than ice hockey and not as dangerous as football, the game is getting a closer look. If they’re not careful, lacrosse’s promoters risk setting up the sport for an almost impossible task: Scroll down the long list of what ails youth sports, and in most cases lacrosse seems to offer an antidote. Youth lax programs don’t hesitate to ban zones and long sticks on defense, switch players from position to position or do whatever else it takes to keep kids engaged without changing the essence of the game. At all-day lax “jamborees” the games are almost incidental to the picnicking and socializing. US Lacrosse, the national governing body for the sport, also holds annual Youth Festivals where 15-and-under and 13-and-under games fill a dozen fields but no one officially keeps score.

A kid today will often turn to extreme sports for the autonomy they bestow: No parent or youth coach knows skateboarding well enough to project his unfulfilled dreams or adult insecurities onto a rider and mess with the kid’s fun. In lacrosse, too, “parents aren’t yelling as much on the sidelines, because they don’t know what’s going on,” says David Morrow, a former U.S. national team player who founded the equipment company Warrior. “Kids can really take ownership of the sport.”

In fact, while youth baseball coaches expect 10-year-olds to hit the cutoff man and turn double plays, lacrosse makes only modest demands on a beginner. “At its simplest, lacrosse is shoveling,” Morrow says. “If you can scoop the ball off the ground and run fast, you don’t even need to know how to cradle [the wrist action that enables a player to control the ball in his stickhead]. You can get a shot off before you lose the ball.” Moreover, at a time when kids feel pressure from coaches and parents to specialize in one sport, lacrosse has long encouraged the renaissance approach
. “I’ve never heard a soccer coach say, ‘I want him to play lacrosse too,’ ” says Dan Corcoran, a youth coach in Connecticut, “but all the time you’ll hear lacrosse coaches say something like, ‘You can see his toughness from playing hockey.’ We get baseball players by encouraging them to play both sports.”…

Lacrosse even has an ace up its sleeve: a pilot program that US Lacrosse just launched with the Stanford-based Positive Coaching Alliance, a group dedicated to eliminating abusive and unsportsmanlike behavior by youth coaches, parents and spectators. Under the program lacrosse officials, including a “sideline manager” supplied by each team, can hand out a colored card—inscribed with the words PLEASE RETHINK YOUR ACTIONS/THIS EVENT MAY BE TERMINATED IF YOUR CONDUCT DOES NOT IMPROVE—to put a spectator on notice that his behavior is unacceptable. If the misconduct does not stop, the game could be called and the loss assigned to the team unable to control its supporters.

“We’re small enough to introduce these seeds at the grassroots, while other sports are so vast that it’s tough to make changes sportwide,” says US Lacrosse executive director Steve Stenersen. “We have an interesting mix of qualities, and at a very interesting time, when people are more fed up with sports in general.” In the 1630s, while watching the Huron Indians play their ball game, a French Canadian missionary decided that the stick they used resembled a bishop’s crosier
. In his journal he called the game le jeu de la crosse. About 230 years later a Montreal dentist, W. George Beers, wrote up a set of rules that adapted the Native American game to Victorian specifications. As old as lacrosse is, the U.S. game has had a unified national governing body for only seven years. Over that time US Lacrosse—which makes rules and policies for most levels of the game, helps develop the game at its grassroots and sanctions youth tournaments, the high school national championships and the college club championships—has increased what it spends to promote the sport from $1.1 million to $9 million. Still, US Lacrosse’s operating revenue of $6.2 million in 2003 was less than a third of USA Hockey’s $22.5 million….

—Alexander Wolff

excerpted from “Get on the Stick”: Sports Illustrated, April 25, 2005

Multiple-Choice Questions
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Directions (1–10): Select the best suggested answer to each question and write its number in the space

provided on the answer sheet. The questions may help you think about ideas and information you might want

to use in your writing. You may return to these questions anytime you wish.

1. 7 From 2001 through 2005, the number of lacrosse players aged 15 and under in the United States has:

(1) increased slightly 

(2) doubled

(3) tripled 
(4) decreased slightly

2. The author implies that lacrosse was once considered a niche sport because it was:

(1) French in origin 
(2) popular in Europe 

(3) complex in rules
 (4) limited in location

3. As used in the third paragraph of the report, the word “composite” most nearly refers to a combination of:

(1) scores 

(2) regulations 


(3) characteristics 
(4) spectators

4. According to the text, lacrosse has the potential to become an “antidote” (the first full paragraph of the second page of the report) for the ills of other sports because of its:

(1) flexible programs
(2) experienced coaches
(3) groomed fields
(4) commercial endorsements

5. The Positive Coaching Alliance encourages:

(1) better coaching
 (2) more competition 

(3) better behavior
 (4) more scoring

6. Lacrosse was originally played by

(1) Native Americans 

(2) colonists 

(3) African Americans
 (4) missionaries

7. The graph shows that the number of girls playing high school lacrosse in 2004 was approximately:

(1) 50,000

(2) 60,000  


(3) 30,000

 (4) 40,000

8. According to the graph, from 1982 to 2004 participation of male and female high school lacrosse players has:

(1) decreased at a similar rate



(2) increased at a similar rate

(3) increased at a much faster rate for males

(4) increased at a much faster rate for females

9. According to the map, youth participation in lacrosse has increased most in the:

(1) Southeast

 (2) Mid Atlantic 

(3) Northeast

 (4) Northwest

10 According to the map, lacrosse statistics are reported based on participants’:

(1) gender and affiliation 
(2) team and skill level

 (3) age and region
 (4) weight and height









� Niche: a small protected area


� Renaissance approach: encouraging different interests and expertise in a number of areas


� Crosier: a bishop’s staff which resembles a shepherd’s crook








