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	Lesson Three: Roommates
	Name:_____________________________

	
	Foundation Activity
	Date:______________________________

	
	Roommate Agreements
	Class Period:________________________



Things to consider when selecting a roommate:

· Friends do not always make good roommates.

· If you are going to share a room, you need to consider a person’s sleeping and cleaning habits.

· Are your work schedules compatible?  Will one of you be sleeping while the other is up and about making noise in the apartment?

· Strongly consider cleaning habits.  Both people may consider themselves messy.  However, there is a difference between doing dishes every other day and doing dishes every other month.

· Does the person smoke, drink, or use drugs?  If so, is it more or less than you can tolerate?

· Does the person have any hobbies?  There is a big difference between stamp collecting and playing the drums, especially if the person likes to do his hobby at 3 a.m.

· Does the person have pets?

· Does the person have a “significant other” that may become a third roommate?

· Does the person have friends that will spend a lot of time at your place?

· Has the person had financial problems?

· Do you have similar religious and political beliefs?  If not, are both of you willing to keep your beliefs to yourself or enjoy a good friendly debate?

· Finally, is the person nice and considerate?  When differences arise, a courteous person is more likely to be willing to change.
The following items can be included in a roommate agreement:

Rent

· Is one person going to pay the rent or is each person going to send a separate check to the landlord?

· What happens if a person can’t pay?

· Will a person pay extra if he or she gets a parking spot or bigger room?

Bills

· Whose name will be on the bills?

· How will we pay the bills?  Will we pay with separate checks or will each person pay the person whose name is on the utility bill?

· Does the person have a waterbed or air-conditioner?  Will he or she pay more?

· What phone and cable services will you have?

Household Duties

· How often will different areas be cleaned?

· Who will do the cleaning?

Lease or Rental Agreement

· Who will be responsible for property damage?

· How will the security deposit be handled?

· What is the policy for subletting?  Do all roommates need to agree on subletting?

Guests

· Are overnight guests allowed?  

· How long can a guest stay?

· Where will guests stay?

Activities

· Will there be quiet hours?

· Will parties be allowed?  How big will they be and what will be served?

· Will there be limits on how loud the TV and stereo can be played?

· Will there be limits on how long someone can be on the phone?

Sharing

· What items will be shared?  Consider telephone, bathroom, and television.

· If items are shared, who will be responsible when something is broken or used up?

· If food is shared, how will the shopping be divided up?

Smoking

· Will smoking be allowed?  If so, where?

Pets

· Will pets be allowed?  If so, what types and who is responsible?

Other

· What other issues do any roommates want to raise?

· How will future disputes be handled?

Reprinted with permission from Workshops, Inc.   Material on “Roommate Agreements” can be found in the book “Life Skills for Vocational Success”, or at http://www.workshopsinc.com/manual/CH1h14.html.
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