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	Lesson Two: Budgeting

	
	Skill-Building Activity

	
	Reality Check



Objective: Students will examine and evaluate the cost and feasibility of living their dream lifestyle by completing the “Reality Check” online activity.

Description:  This activity links to the Jump$tart "Reality Check" online activity. The activity allows students to identify how they imagine they will live once they're on their own. They then receive feedback on how much living on their own will cost and what type of job is needed to support it. The results of this quiz can be quite an eye opener!
Suggested Time:  

30 to 45 minutes: Activity and brief discussion
Materials:
Access to the Jump$tart “Reality Check” quiz.
Procedures:
	
	Internet based: Have students complete the Jump$tart “Reality Check” activity online.


Procedure Directions:

1. Instruct students to access the Jump$tart "Reality Check" online activity. 

2. Ask students to complete the quiz based on their first impressions.  Tell students that they will receive an overall score that indicates what hourly salary would be required to support their lifestyle choices. In addition, a listing of occupations is provided that would support the salary requirements.

3. Divide students into small groups and ask them to discuss the following:

a. Were your lifestyle choices more expensive than you anticipated?

b. What alternate choices would have resulted in lower expenses?

c. Are any of the occupations or salary ranges suggested compatible with your long-term career goals?

4. Debrief as a class by summarizing major conclusions and common themes.
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