New York State Regents Living Environment
<School Name and Address>
<Your Name>
Contact Information

Email address: <Your Email>
School phone number: <School Phone Number>
Texts
Miller & Levine, Biology, Prentice Hall: 2005.

Bartsch & Colvard, Brief Review for New York: The Living Environment, Prentice Hall: 2006.
Course Description

Students taking this class will be taking the NYS Regents Living Environment Course. This course is based on the content and understanding specifically addressed by the Living Environment Core Curriculum.  These key areas include:  similarities and differences among living organisms, homeostasis in organisms, genetic continuity, reproduction and development, evolution, ecology, human impact on ecosystems, scientific inquiry and skills, and laboratory skills.  

NYS Regents Requirements
A student must obtain 65% or higher on the NYS Regents Living Environment exam in order to pass. Additionally, pre-requisites for admission to the New York State Regents Living Environment exam, is successfully completing a minimum of 1200 minutes (approximately 30 labs) of hands-on laboratory experiment with satisfactory written reports for each lab investigation. 
Grade Breakdown
The grade breakdown is consistent with that of Scholars’ Academy.
40% Tests 

15% Quizzes

15% Projects

10% Responsibility/Homework

20% Laboratory/Class Participation 
Material List
The Prentice Hall Review book must be brought to class everyday.
· A 1 or 1 ½ inch three ring binder with loose leaf paper and 5 dividers

· Pencils and blue/black ink pens
· Ruler

· Expo Markers

· Composition Notebook

· Scientific Calculator (suggested)

· Scissors (suggested)
· Small pencil sharpener (suggested)

· 3 Ring hole puncher (suggested)

· Small stapler (suggested)

Homework
Students should expect to be assigned homework everyday. Homework should be in class with the student on the day that it is due. Assignments may NOT be emailed to the teacher. An assignment may be turned in ONE day late and will receive a 10 percent deduction (if the homework assignment would have received a 100, it will receive a 90). I will not accept any homework assignments after one day late. **Exceptions are made for those students who have a valid, excused absence.
Homework passes, which are used to excuse you from one homework assignment, will be given out during the year to student who exhibit excellent performance on exams or exceptional effort and/or participation in and/or outside of the classroom.  Homework pass use will be limited throughout the year.
Exams
Quizzes will be given frequently throughout the school year and may be unannounced (aka pop quiz).  An exam will be given at the end of each unit. The date of exams will be determined at least five days prior to the date it will be given.  All students must be present for exams.  If a student is absent on the day a test is administered, the student must provide a note from home validating his/her absence and the student is responsible for making-up the exam.  The teacher will keep all exams in her possession.
Academic Dishonesty

Cheating on exams will not be tolerated.  If I catch you cheating, I will take your exam and I will notify your parents of your cheating as well as the principal and assistant principal.  Cheating on an exam is: talking about test answers (writing, reading or passing a note with test answers); talking about anything and not stopping after a warning; and/or using any “cheat sheet,” book or device (other than a calculator, when permitted). 
Disciplinary Action

I reserve the right to contact your parent/guardian for any reason which includes but is not limited to: missing assignments, poor behavior, lack of effort and/or dress code infractions
Projects
There will be group projects assigned during the school year.  This includes but is not limited to an integrated project per term and a science fair project. Details regarding the projects will be given at a later date. 

Class Field Trip
A possible class field trip will be discussed at a later date.  

*It is the desire of the Science Team at Scholars’ Academy to incorporate local resources (museums, parks, etc.) in your education.  We hope to take you to one of these places at some point during the school year.  
