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Impersonating Great Poets


Jon Scieszka is pretty brilliant!  In his collection of poems, Science Verse, the author writes about scientific topics in a very unique way!  He borrows the rhythm from many famous poems, and he writes about science using their poetic structure.  This is an intelligent way to explore a topic uniquely with writing, and it shows great respect to the poet whose work he is impersonating.
Today you'll be writing a poem in a similar way, but with topics that are interesting to you.  You can write about scientific topics, like Scieszka does, but you also can write about any topic using this technique.
The first step is to find a famous poem with a rhythm that can be easily impersonated.  You might have a favorite poem in mind for this assignment, but if you don't, just search through some of our favorite (and famous) poems that can be easily impersonated found in the first column.  If you don't know the poems that are mentioned, you can find them on-line by searching the Poetry Treasure Chest at http://jollyroger.com/classicalpoetry/ .
When you've chosen your poem, write it (or some of it) in the left-hand column of the graphic organizer your teacher will give you.  Count and record the number of syllables in each line of the original poem.  When you write your own poem that impersonates this poem on the right-hand side, be sure your lines match the number of syllables from the original poem.
Finally, if you haven't done so already, choose a topic to write your poem about.  Choose a topic that you love enough and know well enough to have fun with.  The second column below might give you ideas for fun topics to write about.
	Famous Poems with Rhythm
	Topic Ideas

	William Wordsworth’s “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”
	Tarzan, Yoda, or Hobbits

	William Shakespeare’s “Seven Ages of Man”
	Rain, clouds, thunder, or lightning

	Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s “The Song of Hiawatha”
	Tents, mosquitoes, or camping

	Robert Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”
	Soap, shampoo, or bubble bath

	William Shakespeare’s “Sonnet # 18”
	Soccer, football, or baseball

	Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken”
	Macaroni and cheese, pizza, or chicken fingers

	Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven”
	Computers, video games, or I-pods

	Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Bells”
	Breakfast, cereal, or orange juice

	Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s “How Do I Love Thee?”
	Grocery store, restaurants, or malls

	Lewis Carroll’s “Jabberwocky”
	Dentists, doctors, or hair cutters

	Emily Dickinson’s “Because I Could Not Stop for Death”
	Lightning bugs, dragonflies, or spelling bees

	Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself”
	The Tooth Fairy, Easter Bunny, or Santa Claus

	Langston Hughes’ “Harlem”
	Valentines, April Fools, or fireworks

	Alfred Lord Tennyson’s “The Charge of the Light Brigade”
	Teachers, principals, or students

	Gwendolyn Brooks’ “We Real Cool”
	Daydreams, nightmares, or wishes

	Joyce Kilmer’s “Trees”
	Jump rope, kick ball, or hopscotch


Adapted from Student Writer Instructions and Interactive Choices for Writing.  Developed by the Northern Nevada Writing Project.  Available at:  http://www.writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/ScienceVerse2.htm 

