Top Secret Rule Reasons




Name___________________________

You're going to write something original today, but you're going to borrow the idea from David Wisniewski's awesome book The Secret Knowledge of Grown-ups.
Read the rules in the first column and select the one you like best.  These are rules NOT found in The Secret Knowledge of Grown-ups, so you get to write about an ORIGINAL rule.
Read the choices in the second column, possible grown-up reason for the rule, and select one that you like.  Complete any blanks that appear in that reason. 
Lastly after reading the choices in the third column, select one that you like and fill in the blanks with your own ideas, if necessary.
When you have an idea for an original piece of writing, use David Wisnieski's format and write a section that could appear in Wisnieski's book.   Remember to choose descriptions and words that will bring your rule alive!
	Grown Up Rule
	“Official” Reason
	Real Reason

In reality you will….

	Don’t talk back
	Because you’ll lose your _____________.....
	Vanish to the Palace of the Lost _______

	Don’t waste food
	Because your _____ will get sick
	Be ______ by the Super Evil Character Act Agency (SECAA)

	Don’t forget to eat your vegetables
	Because _____________ is good for you
	See a ______ come back, turn prehistoric, and eat everything in sight

	Don’t play on the computer too long
	Because you’ll hurt your____________
	Be played by ______ 

	Don’t sit too close to the television
	Because you’ll ruin the _______________
	wake up and __________

	Don’t let your room get messy
	Because you must be_____________
	get sucked into the ____ and become a ______

	Don’t run inside the house
	Because you’ll ruin the _______________
	When you are sleeping, your _____ will turn into ________

	Don’t leave your shoes lying around
	Because your _______ is/are dirty with germs
	Be grabbed by a ______ who will begin to _____ you.

	Don’t throw things
	Because ____ is expensive
	Turn into a _______

	Don’t use a loud voice in the house
	Because too much ______ will bother others
	Have your ______ grow so large it will get stuck in _________

	Don’t jump on the furniture
	Because you’ll poke out or break a(n) _______
	Be chased by _________

	Don’t draw on the walls
	Because the _______ will look dirty
	Grow an extra ________

	Don’t eat too much candy
	Because you will get __________ teeth
	_____ will grow and surround you in a ____ cage


Adapted from Student Writer Instructions and Interactive Choices for Writing for Top Secret Rule Reasons!  Developed by the Northern Nevada Writing Project.  Available at:  http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/SecretKnowledge2.htm

