Silly Animal Problems




Name______________________________

In Dog Breath, an ordinary animal experiences an ordinary problem, but Dav Pilkey makes that problem seem extraordinary: Hally Tosis has really, really bad breath.   The book’s fantastic descriptions and illustrations help us really visualize this poor animal’s problem as he goes from situation to situation.   Can you think of another animal that might experience a really bad case of an ordinary problem?
For this writing exercise, you will choose an ordinary animal to write about.  In the first column of the chart below you will find some animal choices.  The second column will give you choices of silly problems that animals might face.   Choose one from each column that inspires you to write about many situations your animal could get into or create your own!
After choosing your animal and problem you are on your way to a silly and fun story. Don’t forget to include wonderful details when writing about the situations your animal gets itself into with its silly and extraordinary problem.
	Animal
	Silly Problem

	Horse
	Scared of grass

	Bunny
	Too sad

	Cat 

	Too quiet

	Rat
	Too skinny

	Snake
	Too big

	Dog
	Too short

	Koala
	Scared of leaves

	Lizard
	Too scary

	Hamster
	Too loud

	Zebra
	Too colorful

	Frog
	Too chubby

	Fish
	Too stinky

	Flamingo
	Scared of water

	Goat
	Too hairy

	Monkey
	Scared of trees

	Cheetah
	Too small 

	Guinea Pig
	Scared of other animals

	Lemur
	Too angry


Adapted from Silly Animal Problems Student Writer Instructions and Interactive Choices for Writing.  Created by the Northern Nevada Writing Project.  Available at:  http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/Dogbreath2.htm

