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90
th

 Street “Revision Sprint” 

Four “runners” will sprint through your descriptive paragraph’s rough draft…nothing like 
a good 50-yard dash to get your heart racing!  Today’s four “runners” are labeled below. 

How to race:  When you read your draft, decide which of the four “runners” won the race 
(or did the “best” to help your piece of writing).  Then, draw a big, thick arrow between that one 
runner and the finish line.  Next, determine where the other three runners were on the track 
when the race was won by drawing each of them an arrow.   Decide who “wins” and who 
“comes in last” based on whose advice from the story influenced your writing the most. 

When you revise your draft, you will need to make sure one of your slower racers ties 
your fastest racer.  Before writing next draft, talk to your teacher about how you plan to make 
your slowest of runners a much better racer. 
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Teachers may reprint freely for their classrooms.  All others, please request permission at our website. 

This lesson has additional on-line resources that can be found at http://writingfix.org 


