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Pre-Writing 


You will be writing a presidential report that--like Frank Keating's Theodore--is inspired by quotations that were actually said or written by the president you are researching.

Work with your teacher to choose a president, to choose some quotations said by your president, and to gather facts that explain why your president said those things during his lifetime.

To help you start thinking about what presidential quotes mean, complete the table below.  Identify who you think may have said the quote and discuss what you think the quotation might mean and why you think the president might have said it during his lifetime. 

	Quotation
	Which U.S. President said it?
	Why would he say it?  What does it mean?

	"The only man who makes no mistake is the man who does nothing."


	
	

	"In the time of darkest defeat, victory may be nearest."


	
	

	"Good ballplayers make good citizens."


	
	

	"You can fool all of the people some of the time, and some of the people all of the time, but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time."
	
	

	"An honorable defeat is better than a dishonorable victory."


	
	

	"It is easier to do a job right than to explain why you didn't."


	
	

	“The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.”


	
	

	"A little flattery will support a man through great fatigue."


	
	

	"The only thing we have to fear is fear itself."


	
	

	"America is too great for small dreams."


	
	


Adapted from Student Writer Instructions.  Available at:  http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/Theodore2.htm

