Name____________________________________



Date______________

In A Bad Case of Stripes, our main character has a problem that becomes emotional for her.  Camilla loves lima beans, and the other kids tease her about this.  Sadly, she chooses not to eat them anymore.  She wants so desperately to fit in that she sacrifices her own love of lima beans.  Because she won’t be true to herself or her friends, she becomes what people want her to instead of what she wants to. 
Today you are going to be writing an original story about an ordinary person with an interesting problem, and you will tell it using interesting emotions! 
First, you will want to identify an interesting problem.  You may want to view some of the title ideas in the chart below or create your own. 
Next, choose an emotion you would like to have your reader feel when they read your final copy of your story.

	Title Ideas
	Emotion

	A Bad Case of Scribbling
	Bliss

	A Bad Case of Summer
	Respect

	A Bad Case of Recess
	Fear

	A Bad Case of Pickles
	Amazement

	A Bad Case of Polka-Dots
	Danger

	A Bad Case of Secrets
	Boredom

	A Bad Case of Kittens
	Nervousness

	A Bad Case of Napping
	Excitement

	A Bad Case of Snowballs
	Panic

	A Bad Case of Homework
	Disappointment

	A Bad Case of Diary Writing
	Caution

	A Bad Case of Singing in the Shower
	Pride


What story ideas come to your mind when you think of a story that might have the title you select? What character would "star" in your story? What problem would the character have? How would the problem be overcome?   Fill in the box below to get started with your piece…

My title idea is: ___________________________________________________


My main character’s name will be:  ___________________________________


My main character is like…. (describe him/her)





His/Her problem is: __________________________________________________________





S/he will overcome the problem by: 











Adapted from “Other Bad Cases to Write About” Student Writer Instructions Page.  Developed by the Northern Nevada Writing Project.  Available at:  http://www.writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/Bad_Case_Stripes2.htm


