Writing a Backwards Poem

"There is no lake at Camp Green Lake." This opening line from Holes grabs your attention...and it sets up the book's first instance of something call irony.  Irony in stories centers around what you would expect, and what is reality.  We expect there to be a lake, and yet there isn't.
"Backwards poems," like the famous one at right, are filled with extreme irony.   This is irony that doesn't even try to be subtle; this slaps you in the face and makes you chuckle.
Today, you'll be brainstorming ideas that you might use in your own original "backwards poem."
Review the two charts below and then highlight four or six ironical pairings of words that you like.  
Once you have some ironical ideas, see if you can put one, two, or all of them in your own "backwards poem." 
	Positive Adjective
	Negative Noun

	Lovely
	War

	Tasty
	Stench

	Wealthy
	Zombie

	Blissful
	Destruction

	Melodic
	Terror

	Peaceful
	Misery

	Beautiful
	Crisis

	Ecstatic
	Tragedy

	Adorable
	Plague


	Negative Adjective
	Positive Noun

	Gross
	Beauty

	Filthy
	Gift

	Shameful
	Love

	Destructive
	Peace 

	Foul
	Honor

	Sour
	Honesty

	Horrid
	Courage

	Terrifying
	Miracle

	Rotten 
	Loyalty


A Very Famous �"Backwards Poem"�There are many known variations to this poem….


One fine day in the middle of the night,�Two dead boys got up to fight.�Back to back, they faced each other,�Drew their swords and shot each other.


One was blind and the other couldn't see�So they chose a dummy for a referee.�A blind man went to see fair play.�A dumb man went to shout "hooray!"


A paralyzed donkey passing by�Kicked the blind man in the eye,�Knocked him through a nine inch wall,�Into a dry ditch and drowned them all.


A deaf policeman heard the noise�And came to arrest the two dead boys.�If you don't believe this story’s true,�Go ask the blind man.  He saw it too.











Adapted from Student Writer Instructions for Writing a Backwards Poem developed by the Northern Nevada Writing Project.  Available online at:  http://www.writingfix.com/Chapter_Book_Prompts/Holes2.htm

