Student Writer Instructions:

By now, you should have talked as a class about people who changed the world. You should have looked at two optimisitic viewpoints (Ben Harper and Badly Drawn Boy's), and you should have discussed two less-optimistic viewpoints (John Mayer and Hugh Laurie's). 

Well, now you have seen that there are lots of different perspectives on whether the world can be changed and how to go about doing it, ask yourself this question: What is your perspective? Are you more like Ben Harper or John Mayer? 

Today you will let us know how you feel by writing a poem that you will take through the writing process. 

Take a minute or two to process what you’ve seen and heard today, and to think about how you honestly feel. Remember that the focus trait of this poem is idea development which asks that a message or thesis drives your writing. That requires you to think of your message before you begin. 

Do a 5 minute pre-write where you brainstorm the most important changes needed in the world and some of the tools you have (or lack) to affect change. Be honest.  This shouldn’t become a “loaded” poem, in which you have to pretend you can change the world when you really feel you can’t. Search your heart, find your message, and stick to it. The support trait is voice, which should come through loudly and clearly in your poem through the words you choose… 

When ready, follow the steps of the process that you have come to know and love. Generate a first draft, get two peer responses (all traits…but especially idea development and voice), revise and edit and finally create a polished second draft. 

If you're struggling to start, use the chart below for some ideas that might inspire you to launch your piece of writing. 
	Things that may need to change


	Tools to use when changing them

	Crime
	Compassion

	War
	Hands

	Leadership
	Humor

	Tolerance
	Education

	Censorship
	Commitment

	Religion
	Patience

	Racism
	Passion

	Violence
	Technology

	Economics
	Entertainment

	Gun control
	Control/laws

	Class system
	Intelligence

	Education
	Responsibility

	Human rights
	Science

	
	Math

	
	Faith

	
	Reason


Adapted from Interactive Choices for Writing Student Instructions website from the Northern Nevada Writing Project available at:  http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/With_Own_2_Hands2.htm


