Name______________________________________

Today you are writing a descriptive paragraph based on someone observing something moving past them.  Your challenge will be to think like an artist to create a vivid picture with a minimal amount of words.  Just as artists use color and texture to create beautiful paintings, you will use color and texture words to create a description which creates a picture in your reader’s mind.   
In describing a passing train, remember how Blue Balliett creates a specific picture with only a few words on the first page of Chapter 3 in Chasing Vermeer.  Remember how Balliett uses interesting phrases like "a shout of red hair," and try to do something similar in your writing today.
When you are finished with your writing, your teacher will have you work with it to try strengthening your artistic touch even further.
Choices for Writing: 
If you're struggling to start, select items from each of the following rows to give you some ideas that might inspire your piece of writing.   Keep in mind that the speed of the vehicle will affect the type of detail you see.   These are only to get you started—try to weave in as many good adjectives from your own brain as you can. 
	What might speed past your character?
	Words to describe the color, texture, and shape
	Art terms you may want to “sneak” into your description

	A plane
	Crescent
	Form

	A motorcycle
	Circle
	Negative space

	A unicycle
	Rectangle
	Abstract

	A semi-truck
	Rough
	Highlight

	A dune buggy
	Square
	Watercolor

	A tram
	Prickly
	Drawing

	A locomotive
	Salmon
	Hue

	A plane
	Vermillion
	Ink

	A fire engine
	Slick
	Lowlight

	A limousine
	Bumpy
	Texture

	A bus
	Iridescent
	Canvas

	A snow plow
	Slick
	Depth

	A pair of roller skates
	Leathery
	Shading

	A scooter
	Turquoise
	Stroke

	A taxi cab
	Wooly
	Palette

	A tractor
	Slick 
	Proportion 


