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1. What kind of hat did Donald wear on the first day of school?

a. Mickey Mouse ears

b. Giraffe hat
c. Train conductor hat

d. Baseball cap

2. How does Donald’s mother reward him?

a. By putting stars on his shirt

b. By giving him money

c. By taking him to a restaurant

d. By giving him gold medals

3. What kind of cookie does Donald like to bake for friends?

a. Oatmeal Raisin
b. Chocolate Chip

c. Snickerdoodle
d. Peanut Butter

4. How does Donald’s mother keep him from leaving the house?

a. She locks Donald in his room.
b. She puts Polly in a playpen by the door.
c. She wired the front door with an alarm system.

d. She gives him silver stars if he doesn’t leave.

5. Donald’s father is a . . .

a. School teacher
b. Truck driver

c. Garbage man

d. Mailman 
6. Who is the Waiting Man waiting for?

a. His brother who fought in the Vietnam War.

b. His mother who left him when he was a baby.

c. His father who abandoned him.

d. His sister who went to work in a factory.

7. What is Donald’s greatest fear as a child?

a. Thunderstorms and lightning
b. A monster under his bed

c. The Furnace Monster
d. Tornadoes

8. What does Hector Binns collect in a little bottle?

a. Tiny rocks
b. Ear wax
c. Lint

d. Dead flies

9. Why does Donald skip school one day in 5th grade?

a. To avoid going to Field Day

b. Because he doesn’t want to sing in the assembly

c. To go fishing with his friends

d. To stay home and take care of Polly

10. Why does Donald stay out all night in a snowstorm?

a. He was trying to prove that he was brave 
b. He became lost on his way home from school

c. He was running away from home.

d. To look for a little girl named Claudia
Directions for short answer questions: Please read the entire question and answer in complete sentences.

11. What does Mrs. Meeks calculate during her opening day speech?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

12. When Zinkoff wins the soccer trophy, he offers to give it to Andrew. Why do you think he did this and what does it reveal about him?  What does Andrew’s reaction tell you about him? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

13. How is Miss Meeks different from Mrs. Biswell?  Compare how each views Zinkoff’s handwriting. 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

14. Why does Zinkoff spend Field Day with the old lady on Willow Street?  How does this show Zinkoff’s character? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

15. Why do you think Bounce eventually calls Zinkoff’s name at the end of the book? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

16. If Zinkoff was in your class would you be friends with him?  What qualities does he have that would make him a good or bad friend? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

17. Has anyone ever misjudged you or called you a name that hurt your feelings?  What did you do?  What do you think Zinkoff would do in your shoes?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

18. After Zinkoff writes Hector Binns’ name as his best friend, how does Zinkoff try to make it true?  Why doesn’t it work?  Compare their friendship to Zinkoff’s relationship with Andrew Orwell and Claudia. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

19. Why do you think Jerry Spinelli wrote a story about a “Loser?”  How do you think the author feels about losing? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

20. What is the simile used to describe Zinkoff’s handwriting in first grade? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Bonus: List some examples of imagery, simile/metaphor, repetition, slang/fragments
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