	Criteria
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Level 0

	Meaning:
The extent to which the creative writing exhibits sound understanding of the process of writing a short story.
	Writing exhibits in depth understanding of the creative writing process.  Story includes elaborate details that enhance the meaning of the story.
	Writing exhibits a basic understanding of the creative writing process. Story includes some details that enhance the meaning of the story.
	Writing exhibits an incomplete understanding of the creative writing process.
Story includes few details that enhance the meaning of  the story.
	Writing exhibits a confused understanding of the creative writing process.  Story includes few or no details to enhance the meaning.
	Student provides little or no evidence of understanding the creative writing process. 

	Development:

The extent to which the creative writing develops the plot of the short story to an ultimate resolution.
	Ideas are developed clearly and completely .
Development shows an in depth understanding of the elements of a short story.
	Ideals are developed clearly but in some cases may show inconsistencies.  Development shows a basic understanding of the elements of short story.
	Ideas are developed briefly and are incomplete. Development shows an incomplete understanding of the elements of a short story.

	Ideas are incomplete and confused.  Little to no development in the writing.  Ideas convey a lack of understanding of the elements of a short story.
	Student provides little or no evidence of development.

	Organization:
The extent to which  the writing exhibits direction, shape, and coherence.
	Writing is logical, coherent with skillful use of organizational strategies. Maintains focus skillfully throughout the writing.
	Writing maintains clear focus however may display some internal inconsistencies that do not interfere with meaning.
	Writing lacks a clear focus.  Exhibits a basic structure but includes irrelevancies and inconsistencies.
	Writing exhibits little or no focus, lack structure and is laden with irrelevancies and inconsistencies.
	Students provides little or no evidence of organization

	Language Use:

The extent to which  the creative writing displays effective use of words, sentence structure and sentence variety.
	Language is sophisticated, precise and engaging with a notable sense of voice. Structure and sentence variety enhances meaning.
	Language is appropriate and fluent but lacks sophistication. Attempts structure and sentence variety to enhance meaning but with inconsistencies.
	Reliance on basic vocabulary with lack of fluency.  Reliance on basic structure and sentences are simplistic. 
	Language is imprecise and confusing.  Reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.
	Student provides little or no evidence of Language use.

	Conventions:

The extent to which the creative writing exhibits conventional spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, capitalization, and grammar.
	Demonstrates complete control of conventions with virtually no errors.
	Demonstrates emerging control of conventions with occasional errors that do not interfere with comprehension.
	Demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with occasional errors that hinder comprehension.
	Demonstrates no control of conventions with frequent errors that make comprehension difficult.
	Student provides little or no evidence of use of conventions.
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