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Buffalo Public Schools
Community Based Special Education Program

Guidelines For Travel Training

Each time CBSE students go into the community they are working on travel training skills.  Every CBSE student should be assessed for travel training skills whether or not they are ready for independent travel.  Expectations will vary of course, according to a student’s age and abilities.  While independent travel may be the goal for some, partial participation may be the appropriate choice for other students.

Travel training skills include CROSSING STREETS SAFELY, USING PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNITY SAFETY.  Assessment, training and probe data should be collected for each student’s performance just as data is collected for the acquisition of any other skill.  Teacher, Vocational Trainers and the Travel Trainer share this responsibility for the assessment, training and maintenance of travel training skills for obvious reasons.

     FOLLOWING ARE GUIDELINES FOR TRAVEL TRAINING IN THE CBSE PROGRAM


NOTE:  ALL STUDENTS SHOULD BE ASSESSED WHETHER OR NOT 

                          INDEPENDENT TRAVEL IS THE GOAL

1.   Assess student for crossing streets (see checklist-all or any number of steps may apply)
2.   Assess student for riding Metro Bus (see checklist-all or any number of steps may apply)

3.   Assess student for riding Metro Rail (see checklist-all or any number of steps may apply)

4.   Assess student for community safety (see checklist-all or any number of steps may apply)

5.   Train and probe where indicated, recording student performance (may use same check-

      list as assessment or other)

6.   Continue to train and probe, using student performance data to make instructional   

      changes, etc. even where independent travel is not a consideration.

7.   WHEN DATA INDICATES AND TEACHER FINDS THAT STUDENT IS READY, 

      TRAVEL TRAINING FOR INDEPENDENCE ON A SPECIFIC ROUTE MAY BEGIN.

      (NOTE:  The number of data days required to make instructional decisions may vary

from student to student.  Look for a pattern.)

8.   Teacher and travel trainer review student performance data to decide if independent
      travel training for a specific route is appropriate.

9.   Teacher talks to parent to get agreement for travel training for independence.  Student 

      and parents are given expectations for independent travel.  (See “Guidelines &  Expecta-

      tions For Students Who Use Metro Bus/Rail”)          
10. Parent signs travel training forms and returns to school.  One copy kept in blue book, one
copy to travel trainer and one copy sent home to parent.

   11.    Travel training is conducted on a one to one basis and student performance is recorded.  
      Training may be done by Travel Trainer, Teacher, Teacher Aide, Vocational Trainer or 

      in combination.

   12.   When data indicates and trainer finds that student is ready, the trainer may “shadow” 

     the student on the route.  (Shadowing is a necessary “fading” procedure and refers to

     the step in travel training where the trainer follows the student on the route.)

   13.   Travel training for a specific route may be done at any time of day but “shadowing” and

     “probes” should take place at real travel times.

   14.    When “shadowing” data indicates that student is ready to travel that route without 

       immediate school staff supervision;
a) Parent/student signs an acknowledgement of independent travel for that route.

b) Parent/student sign “Guidelines & Expectations For Students Who Use Metro Bus/Rail” agreement.

c) Parent/student sign agreement to cancel yellow bus if appropriate.

d) A phone call is made for an agreed upon number of days to ensure that student has arrived safely at expected destinations.

e) It is always expected that appropriate persons will be notified if a student does not arrive at the expected place and time.  This may be a phone call from the place of arrival to the place of departure.  (For example:  school may call home if a student doesn’t arrive as expected; etc.)

15. Copies of all paperwork related to travel training go in the student blue book.

16. Ongoing probes for maintenance of travel skills should be conducted periodically and at 

regular intervals without the student’s knowledge.

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION PROGRAM
REQUEST FOR INDIVIDUAL TRAVEL TRAINING
Students in the Community Based Education Program receive travel training every time they go out into the community with their teacher, vocational trainer or other school staff.

Travel training may include walking, riding the Metro Bus and/or riding the Metro Rail.

Travel training for independence is also provided by school staff when a student is ready.

Based on his/her performance in the community, your child has been recommended for travel training for independent travel.  This means that successful training should result in the student traveling by himself/herself in the community.

Parent will be kept informed of their son/daughter’s progress.  School staff will notify parents when the student is ready to travel by him/herself.

I understand the statements above and I request individual travel training for my son/daughter between the following places: __________________
________________________________________________
When school staff determines that he/she is ready and I am in agreement, the student will travel independently.

STUDENT NAME _____________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN

 SIGNATURE ______________________________DATE _____________


COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION PROGRAM
AGREEMENT FOR INDEPENDENT TRAVEL IN THECOMMUNITY

_______________________________________________________________

The student named below has received individual travel training from school staff.  This training has been successful:  the student’s performance indicated that he/she can travel independently in the community.  This is an acknowledgement of the student’s abilities, not a guarantee
.  

Please sign below if you are in agreement that the student can travel in the community independently.

As parent/guardian of ________________________________, I agree to the following:

_______
He/She may travel independently in the community on any route 




that he/she has been trained on or has prior knowledge of


OR

_______
He/She may travel independently in the community only between 




the following places: ____________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

_______
The regular yellow bus to and from school will be kept on for one 

week and will be cancelled after that.  (It may be started up in the


future but may take 5 – 10 days.)

_______
I have instructed my son/daughter to come directly home from 



school each day unless he/she and I have made other arrange-



ments.  School staff cannot follow him/her home each day and



so cannot be responsible for any variation from the suggested



route.

_______
I will encourage my son/daughter to carry identification and



money for an emergency phone call each time he/she leaves the



house to travel independently.

I understand that there are inherent risks for anybody when traveling independently in the community but agree that the benefits outweigh the risks.

__________________________________              _______________

                
  Signature of Parent and or Guardian


     Date
COMMUNITY BASED SPECIAL EDUCATION
GUIDELINES & EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS WHO USE METRO BUS/METRO RAIL

_______________________________________________________________

· Students have the same rights and responsibilities as any Metro rider.

· Students are responsible for the care and proper use of the flash pass they are issued each month.  Flash passes are the property of the Buffalo Public Schools.

· Students must not lend the flash pass to anyone else unless directed to do so by school staff.

· Student may have to pay to replace lost, stolen or mutilated flash passes and Metro ID cards.

· Students must promptly report lost, stolen or mutilated flash passes and Metro ID cards to school staff.

· Students are expected to travel using the route(s) they were taught or the one(s) that the school suggests.  My bus route is _______________________________________________________________

· Students must show respect for Metro and school staff when questioned or reprimanded.
· Students must comply with the reasonable requests of Metro and school staff regarding the use of the Metro system.
· Students are expected to show good behavior at all times while using the Metro system.  There is no eating, drinking or playing music without head-phones.   Fighting, bad language or throwing things are never allowed.  
I HAVE READ OR HEARD THESE RULES AND I UNDERSTAND THEM.

I AGREE TO FOLLOW THESE RULES WHENEVER I USE THE METRO.

STUDENT NAME __________________________________ DATE____________

STUDENT SIGNATURE ______________________________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE________________________________________________
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