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I believe the relationship between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy is the most complex
and genuine relationship represented in Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. Everything they overcame
to be together created a bond and closeness between them. Their relationship is characterized by
the love that prevailed over class and money.

Elizabeth and Darcy are foils, and they each had their own pride and prejudices to look
beyond. Elizabeth was an intelligent, confident woman and she had to realize her prejudices
against Mr. Darcy were false before admitting she loved him. Darcy’s status in society made him
overly proud, which came off as arrogance. First meeting the Bennets, he was blinded by their
inferiority and denied his feelings for Elizabeth. Darcy finds she is quite acceptable and sees
their similarities. Elizabeth sees Darcy’s kindness and loyalty that were previously@y his
manor.

Neither character holds more power over the other. Darcy has more power in regards to
social class, but Elizabeth doesn’t take notice or isn’t affected by it. Both had moments of
rejection, Darcy refusing to dance, and Elizabeth refusing his hand in marriage. Their
personalities are so similar, neither one would allow the other more power.

Due to pride, they had many uncomfortable confrontations. They mostly communicated
verbally, but once Darcy wrote a letter, after Elizabeth denied his proposal. Darcy was often
awkward with his expressions, he pointed out all of Elizabeth’s undesirable qualities and talked
of how incompatible they are instead of complimenting her. As Elizabeth starts to fall for Darcy,

she too loses confidence when speaking to him. After openly expressing their feelings they had a

loving relationship and were able to comfortably enjoy each other’s company ﬁ‘/y(‘;
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