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«Upon my word, sir, your hope is rather extraordinary one after my declaration. I
do assure you that [ am not one of those young ladies (if such young ladies there are) who b J o"@)\ )
are so daring as to risk their happiness on the chance of being asked a second time. [ am 0 Ck\;)
serious in my refusal.-You could not make me happy, and I am convinced that I am the
last woman in the world who would make you so.”(Austen 93).

Elizabeth is different compared to many women of her time. She was a sensible””’
stubborn woman and was quite clever. She was one of the few characters that was @
romantic not a realist. She planned to marry for love and not moneyWs(tatus. Mr. Collins
on the other hand “was not a sensible man, and the deficiency if nature had been but little
assisted by education or society...” (Austen 59).William Collins was Mr. Bennet’s cousin
and was the closest male relation to the Bennets. He was pompous and had a lot of pride.
He originally liked Jane but moved on to Elizabeth when he found out Jane was matched
with Bingley. He considered it his duty to marry one of the Bennets because he would
eventually own the house. How,sver, once he was rejected his duty was discharged and he
moved on instantly. QYOV\»}?S )

Elizabeth holds the true power in this relationship because in the end she decided
on what was morally right to her. She does not believe in marrying for money. By
rejecting him twice, she frees him from the duty of marrying her. She chose to keep their
relationship to distant relatives. She is also much smarter than Mr. Collins is, so I feel she
could outwit him. They both bring their points of view and opinions to the relationship.
They communicate through face-to-face conversation.

If Elizabeth would have accepted his proposal, she would have been insured




[image: image2.png]seourity(place to live, money) and he would have a wife. But she didn’t accept it so she
takes nothing from it but amusement at his stupidity. But it did give her friend Charlotte a
husband and a chance at a decent life. This in the end makes Elizabeth happy.

The relationship isn’t like most relationships today. People aren’t as much realist
as they are romantics. More people marry for love and happiness. You would see people
more like Elizabeth and less lik@arlotte. You also wouldn’t see someone marry t}{:@
cousin or even propose to them because they feel it’s their duty. The one similarity
between there relationship and ones of today is there are still times when a boy likes a
girl, but she doesn’t return that same affection back.

Mr. Collins and Elizabeth’s relationship was unique and it showed us how people
thought and acted during certain situations. The book has so many characters that are
reﬂ@—;pd marry because that is what they are expected to do. “It is a truth universally
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acknowledged that a single man in possession of a food fortune must be in want of a

wife,” (Austen 1). /j»
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