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Limerick Notes

Limerick is a _________ of __________poetry. 

It has _____ lines, with a ________ beat. 

The first 2 lines _________ with the ________. 

The 3rd and 4th lines rhyme with _______  ________. 

The first line often _________ with: 

"There was a ..." or “There once was a ….” and ends 
with the name of a __________ or _________. 

The _________ line ends with an u_________ 
or far-fetched rhyme. 

A type of __________ written in strong ________ and
rhymed verse, limericks can be of great value in 
developing w________     ch_________, 
s___________ structure, 
fanciful i__________, stylistics, and verse techniques. 

Limerick Day is celebrated on ________ _______,
the birthday of E_______ L______, who added 
a wonderful humor to the limericks 
and rhymes that he wrote.
The first collections of limericks in E__________ date 

from about _______.  

In the early 1830s Edward Lear wrote limericks to 

_________ the ___________of his friend, 

the Earl of Derby.

He p____________them in his 

B______ of N___________ in1846.

Lear Samples:

A wonderful bird is the pelican,
His bill can hold more than his belican.
He can take I his beak
Food enough for a week;
But I'm damned if I see how the helican.

A tutor who tooted a flute,
Tried to teach two tooters to toot.
Said the two to the tutor,
"Is it harder to toot, or
To tutor two tutors to toot?"

There was a young lady named Rose
Who had a large wart on her nose.
When she had it removed
Her appearance improved,
But her glasses slipped down to her toes.

There was an old man called Keith
Who mislaid his pair of false teeth -
Laid them on a chair,
Forgot they were there,
Sat down and was bitten underneath.
A glutton who came from the Rhine
When asked at what hour he would dine,
Replied, "At eleven,
At three, five and seven,
And eight and a quarter past nine 
The fabulous Wizard of Oz
Retired from business becoz
What with up-to-date science,
To most of his clients,
He wasn't the Wizard he woz.
The first collections of limericks in English date from about 1820. In the early 1830s Edward Lear composed limericks to amuse the children of his friend the earl of Derby and then published them in his Book of Nonsense (1846). 
The limerick is a form of humorous verse. It has 5 lines, with a strong beat and rough anapestic rhythm (de-de-DUMM). The first 2 lines (each with 3 such feet) rhyme with the fifth. The 3rd and 4th lines (each with only 2 feet) also rhyme. The first line often begins: "There was a ..." and ends with the name of a person or place. The last line ends with an unusual or far-fetched rhyme. A type of joke written in strong rhythms and rhymed verse, limericks can become a classroom fad that will be of great value in developing word choice, sentence structure, fanciful invention, stylistics, and verse techniques. Limerick Day is celebrated on May 12th, the birthday of Edward Lear, who added a wonderful humor to the limericks and rhymes that he wrote. 
