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An Age of Exploration and Isolation

Part 1: Main Ideas – Write the letter of the best answer

1. Which European country was the leader in developing and applying 15th century sailing innovations?
a. Italy

b. Spain

c. Portugal

d. the Netherlands

2. Who were the first Europeans to arrive on Japanese soil?

a. Italians who traded firearms

b. shipwrecked Portuguese sailors

c. Christian missionaries  d. Dutch merchants from the Dutch East India Company

3. Why was the caravel an important development in navigation?

a. It was able to sail against the wind

b. it was able to sail in shallow waters

 c.  It was able to withstand storms at sea 

 d. It was able to carry large numbers of crew members
4. Korea was a vassal state of which country during the 1700’s?

a. Japan

b. China

c. Portugal

d. the Netherlands

5. During the 1500’s, what was China’s official trade policy?

a. China openly traded with all European countries

b. Only the government was allowed to trade with foreign countries

c. China traded only with Japan and Asian countries

d. The government lowered taxes to promote trade

6. Why did Lord Macartney give a letter from King George III to Qian-long?

a. Great Britain wanted China to follow certain trade routes

b. Great Britain wanted China to stop trade with the Dutch

c. Great Britain wanted to import manufactured goods from China.

d. Great Britain wanted to increase trade with China.

7. Who captained the first European ship to sail around the tip of Africa, now known as the Cape of Good Hope?

a. Prince Henry
b. Vasco da Gama
   c. Bartolomeau
d. Christopher Columbus 

8. What did Hingwu do first to help China become a dominant power?

a. He sent explorers to western Europe to learn about science and medicine

b. He overthrew the Mongols and established the Ming Dynasty.

c. He reduced government expenses and lowered taxes

d. He opened all ports to trade with European countries 

9. What type of policy did Japan institute to control foreign ideas?

a. A closed country policy

b. a policy of persecution

c.  a policy of persecution

d. a Zen Buddhist policy

10. What type of poetry resents images rather than expresses an idea?

a. Kabuki

b. kowtow

c. haiku

d. Saikaku

Part 2: Map Skills – write the letter of the best answer.

11. What was the easternmost city da Gama reached?

a. Nagasaki
b. Macao

c. Malacca

d. Calicut

12. Which European country controlled trade in the East Indies?

a. Portugal

b. the Netherlands

c. England

d. France

13. Which European countries had the most trading posts in India?

a. Portugal and England


b. Spain and France

c. France and the Netherlands

d. England and the Netherlands

14. About how many miles did a trader sail to go from Mombasa, Africa to Calicut?

a. 3,500

b. 2,000

c. 4,000

d. 2,800

15. Where did Dias’ route stop?

a. East of Calicut


b. south of Mombasa

c.  east of Cape Town

d. west of Fernando Po

Part 3: Interpreting Time Lines – write the letter of the best answer

16. How many year after China began voyages of exploration did Portugal conquer the city of Ceuta in North Africa?

a. 5


b. 93


c. 10


d. 52

17. How many years did it take Europeans to reach Japan after they conquered Ceuta?
a. 128

b. 122


c. 132


d. 154

18. Which European nation had the latest entry into the Asian trade?

a. Portugal

b. Italy

c. France

d. the Netherlands

19. How many years after Portugal gained control of the Strait of Malacca did the Netherlands seize the port?

a. 13


b. 108


c. 121


d. 45

20. Which event happened before the other events in China?

a. Policy of isolation



b. exploration of foreign lands

c.  completion of the Forbidden City

d. Mongols driven out

Part 4: Extended Response – answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper

21. Identifying Problems: What problems did Europeans have to overcome in order to find an all water route to Asia?


Think about:

· Ships and sails
· Navigation tools

· Southern tip of Africa

22. Drawing Conclusions: What were some of the things that improved the quality of life in China and Japan during the 1600’s and 1700’s?

Think about:
· Quality of leadership

· Trade with Europe

· Improvements in agriculture

