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Introduction to Assignment

 Purpose of Independent Reading:  

· Foster an enjoyment in reading

· Assist student in comprehension through monitoring in a way that does not interfere with the flow of reading

· Help students improve reading skills

· Provide students choice in reading selections

Instructions:  

1. Choose a book to read:
· Approved books:
· 9th grade Suggested Reading List
· Books carried in our school library
· Books that need the permission slip:
· Books not on the reading list AND are not carried in our library

· Ask your friends, parents, teacher, and consult several resources to help you choose (www.amazon.com, www.scholastic.com, www.ala.org )

2. Select correct form
· Non-fiction or fiction

3. Mark it Up
· Use sticky notes, tiny pieces of paper, or (IF YOU OWN THE BOOK) a pencil and mark interesting/confusing/shocking/funny/sad parts in your book as you are reading.  When you are finished with that chapter or section, go back and look at what you marked.  Use this as an idea to write about on the “book nook” form.

4. Write It:

· Transfer your thoughts and feelings to paper and fill out the “book nook” form!  Don’t forget the info box at the top!
Assessment:  
· Book nook form 
· Monthly 1-1 conferences with teacher (a ‘book chat’-I will check what page you are on, how you like the book, and more ()
· Creative connection piece (back of “book nook” form)
· Prepared (come prepared to class with book, writing utensil, and form every Friday)
Creative Response on the “book nook” form:  Choose one of the following:
· Draw It! Demonstrate your interpretation and understanding of the message/theme of the book in picture format with an accompanying 1 paragraph explanation of how it connects to the text

· Outside Connection: Glue or tape an outside connection (poem, song, passage from another book…)—the poem/song can be by someone else or by you! Include a 1-paragraph explanation explaining the connection between the two.

· Compare/Contrast: Write a comparison of this book to another book with similar ideas/themes

· Rewrite the ending

· Storyboard:  Turn the book into a movie or comic strip through storyboarding it. What would the scenes look like?  What would the characters be saying?  What music would be playing?

· Author Letter: Write the author a letter about the book—questions, liked/disliked in proper, business-letter format.

· Public Policy—did this book address an issue in society (i.e. smoking? School vending machines?  Pollution?  If so, think of how we can address this issue in REAL LIFE and tell me about it—write a letter?  Public announcement/ad?)
· Descriptive Writing:  Choose 2 pieces of prose from your novel, citing the paragraph and page number, which show descriptive writing.  Explain in depth why the excerpt is a particularly good example of descriptive prose.  Your explanation should identify the figurative language used and it’s effectiveness towards the work.

· Conflict Discussion:  Choose three conflicts that take place in the novel and discuss how they were resolved.  Make sure you thoroughly explain the conflict and how it came about before you delve into how it was resolved.
· Theme Discussion:  Decide on two themes that the author addresses in the novel.  Thoroughly explain the two themes and give specific examples and reasons to support why those themes are relevant in the book
· Newsworthy:  Find a current news article, (local, national, or international within the past year), that directly relates to a major theme in your work.  Explain the news article and go in depth explaining its relationship to the theme in your book.  You should show specific connections to scenes and / or characters in the novel.  Please include a copy of the article.
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Name: ____________________________Class Period: ________





Title of Book ________________________________





Pages: ______ Date Started: _______  Date Finished: ________





Overall Rating __________     Genre: _____________________





Level of difficulty (circle one):  


Too easy     Easy      Just Right      Somewhat  Challenging     Very Challenging
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Plot:  In 2-3 sentences, explain what this book is mostly about:


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Creative Response (choose from list or see me if you have another idea ()


Interpretative, Higher-Level response 









































Characters


Who is the main character (protagonist)? _____________________________________


Use 3 adjectives to describe the main character’s appearance and personality: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Important minor characters…


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Quote It


Choose the most compelling/interesting/telling quote (cite the page # and who said it!) and explain:












































Reader Response


Did this book make you laugh/cry/cringe/explode/wonder?  Explain when and why…


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Quote It


Choose the most compelling/interesting/telling quote (cite the page # and who said it!) and explain:












































Reader Response


Did this book make you laugh/cry/cringe/explode/wonder?  Explain when and why…


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Important People/Events (Answer only those that apply to your book):


Who (or Whom) is this book about?  _____________________________________


Who wrote this book? ________________________________________________________________


What relationship does the author have to the person the book is about?  Family member? Friend? Journalist? ______________________________________________________________________


Does this book discuss a particular topic/time in history? _____________________________________


Why do you think this book was written (purpose)? __________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Review:  In 2-3 sentences, explain what this book is mostly about:


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Name: ____________________________Class Period: ________





Title of Book ________________________________





Pages: ______ Date Started: _______  Date Finished: ________





Overall Rating __________ Genre: _____________________





Level of difficulty (circle one):  


Too easy     Easy      Just Right      Somewhat  Challenging     Very Challenging





“There is more treasure in books than�in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island.”�~ Walt Disney ~





The more that you read,�the more things you will know.�The more that you learn,�the more places you'll go.�~ Dr. Seuss ~
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