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Creating a Public Service Announcement about Cancer
Congratulations!  You have been hired as a creative director by the American Cancer Society. Your first assignment is to create a public service announcement.  
Cancer is the second most common cause of death among Americans under the age of 85, exceeded only by heart disease.  In 2007, it is projected that 559,650 Americans will die of cancer, translating to roughly 1 out of every 4 deaths.

Many types of cancer exist, each with its own symptoms and degree of severity.  To increase public awareness, the American Cancer Society sponsors various cancer awareness months.  Each cancer type often corresponds to a specific color and month of the year. For example, October is breast cancer awareness month and is symbolized by the color pink.  
To help raise awareness about this deadly disease, you and a partner will team up to create a PSA showcasing one specific type of cancer.  

Your PSA should be no shorter than 1 minute and no longer than 5 minutes.  The most effective PSA’s manage to find a delicate balance between creativity and information.  

Your PSA MUST include the following:

· The name of the cancer
· What organ(s) does it affect

· What is that organ’s function?
· The month associated with your cancer

· The color associated with your cancer

· The prevalence of your cancer (provide some statistics)

· Does it affect males, females, or both?

· What is the mortality rate (it is deadly?)

· What are some symptoms of the cancer?

· What are some potential causes?

· How can it be prevented?

· Any interesting facts you wish to include

Your PSA’s will be videotaped in class and you may use any props that you wish, to visually enhance the presentation (be creative!)

You will be assessed using the following criteria:

· How informative the PSA is (will someone learn something from it?)

· Are all of the necessary elements included?
· Overall creativity of the project (think outside of the box!)
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The following website will aid in the research process:

American Cancer Society
Cancer Awareness
National Cancer Institute
*You may use other websites to supplement your research, but be sure they are CREDIBLE sources*
	Cancer Name
	Organ(s) Affected
	Appreciation month
	Associated color   

	Organ function
	Potential Causes of this cancer

	Symptoms
	

	Prevalence (Statistics)
	Prevention Methods (regular screening, diet, etc.)


