Rationale

Walter Dean Myers’ Monster is a book that captivates the attention of young readers.  It discusses issues such as the American justice system, peer pressure, decision making and consequences, age discrimination, journal writing, the power of film and nature versus nurture.  This book is designed to get the readers thinking about many issues that plague America and teenagers.


The reading level is appropriate for ninth graders, though because of the subject matter, it could be used at a higher level.  As a more modern young adult novel, many of the subjects and issues presented may be considered questionable.  Some of the issues addressed or alluded to in the novel include: murder, sexual abuse, and the jail system in general.  This book should be read and though carefully about prior to introducing it to a classroom setting.  


Written as a screenplay, this book allows students to take a part in reading the novel.  It can also be reproduced in a classroom as a trial scene with judges, witnesses, lawyers and jurors.  Monster is an effective novel in getting students to think critically about the issues discussed, predict what the outcome of the novel will be, and express their own feelings after the manner patterned for them in the novel.
