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Of Mice and Men

As part of the 10th grade curriculum in New York State, Lisa and I are required to teach the novel Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck.  This novel has an incredible way of connecting to the students.  We have only had a few that did not enjoy it entirely.

Before we start the novel:

· The pre-reading activity will introduce the students to one of the major themes in the novel, friendship and the desire for friendship.  

· Before distributing the pre-reading activity, ask students what qualities they look for in a friend and why these particular qualities are important to them?

· Students will be able to rank the qualities in the order of their    

                importance according to them.  Students will place the number 1       

                by the most important quality, 2 by the next most important, etc.

· Students will be able to rank three categories, The Ideal Friend, Your Best Friend, and Pretend Your Best Friend Is Ranking You.  Finally, students will be asked to answer the following question, What is the most important thing a good friend could ever do for you?  

· Students can complete this worksheet independently and compare their answers as a whole class discussion.

· Students will also be able to identify major and minor characters in the novel by reviewing the character list as a class.

During the novel:

· Students will complete study guide questions for each chapter in the novel, Of Mice and Men.

· These study guide questions will be checked daily and used as a source of classroom discussion.

· Students will also be exposed to key vocabulary terms for each chapter of the novel.

· Students will be able to define the vocabulary terms, locate the term in the text, and copy the sentence it appears in. 

After the novel:

· Of Mice and Men the Complete Project

· Students will choose 3 out of 8 projects as listed (2 out of 8 for inclusion students).

· These projects involve the interests of the students and connect to the book.  This is in lieu of a standard test, which many students do not do well on.

· The projects are worth 100 points each (300 points total).

· After the projects are finished, students can watch the movie for Of Mice and Men.

