
Of Mice and Men Chapter Questions

Answer the following questions as we are reading the novel.  There will be grade-book checks to make sure they are done.

Chapter 1 - Pages 1-16
1.  How does the novel’s setting create an atmosphere of loneliness?

2.  How did Lennie’s mouse die?

3.  Describe the ways in which Lennie and George are opposites of each other.

Chapter 2 - Pages 17-37
1. Why do you think George camped in the clearing the night before and arrived at the ranch when most of the men were away working?

2.  Why does George lie to the boss about the reason for Lennie’s mental limitations?

3.  Why do you think George tells Slim the truth and not the others?

Chapter 3 - Pages 38-65
1.  What do you think Lennie’s incident with the girl (in the red dress) in Weed might foreshadow (suggest what might happen in the future)?

2.  Is Candy a good addition to George and Lennie’s plan to get a place of their own? Why or why not?

3.  Why do you think George wants to keep his and Lennie’s plans a secret?

Chapter 4 - Page 66-83
1.  Why does Crooks speak to Lennie about things he knows Lennie doesn’t understand?

2.  Why is Crooks so doubtful about the possibility of Lennie and George achieving their dream?

3.  What causes the conflict between Crooks and Curley’s wife?

Chapter 5 - Page 84-98

1.  In what way does the death of the puppy foreshadow the death of Curley’s wife?

2.  In the conversation between Lennie and Curley’s wife, how does a longing for human contact lead to tragedy?

3.  Do you think what Candy says about Curley’s wife is fair? Why or why not?

Chapter 6 - Pages 99-107
1.  What details make it obvious that Lennie does not suspect George is about to shoot him?

2.  Why does George shoot Lennie, his only friend?

3.  By the end of the novel, do you think that George can be considered a hero?  Why?

