Welcome to Middle School

Transcript of DVD project

The NARRATOR is a 6th grade student who is sitting at a table in a classroom.  He prewrote his script.  The Middle School Mutt is a dog puppet used by a second 6th grader.  He prewrote his script.  The Principal and Teachers were given the questions ahead of time, but all spoke in an impromptu fashion.  The Principal and Teachers were interviewed in their office/classrooms.

Road Trip One was used in iDVD as the movie opener.  Once the viewer clicks on the movie title, Welcome to Middle School, we see the NARRATOR sitting at a table.

NARRATOR:
“Welcome to Middle School.  Middle School can be very scary, exciting and amazing.  Today we’re going to take you on a tour of NNMS (Norwood-Norfolk Middle School).  We will send out our roving reporter, the Middle School Mutt, to sniff out the most important parts of our school.  So sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride.”

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT:

“Hi!  I’m the Middle School Mutt.  In consultation with a couple of highly creative and cool students, we have assembled a list of key people to interview.  Each person will help us understand what makes a middle school student successful.  Our first stop is the Middle School office!”

(View Principal sitting in his office at his desk.)

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT:
“What do students need to know to get a good start in Middle School?”

PRINCIPAL:
“The biggest thing students need to know to get a good start in Middle School is how to be organized.  Organized students do well in Middle School.  Unorganized students struggle.  This is an example of an unorganized student. (Holds up a picture of a very messy locker.)  We hope our students are much more organized than this.  Students should know how to use their agenda.  Students also need to know how to keep up with different subject areas.  Organization is definitely the key to a good start in Middle School.”

(View 5th Grade Teacher sitting in his classroom in front of many computers.)

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT:

“How can students get along with teachers?”

5TH GRADE TEACHER:
“Students can get along with teachers just by working with them.  Teachers aren’t here to make you do things you don’t want to do, they’re here to make you love to learn.  Part of that is showing respect.  Not only show you respect, but that needs to be returned. You can help develop that relationship of civility and politeness; of helping each other do their best.  This includes doing your homework, studying for tests.  It’s so you can be the best you can be.”

(View 6th Grade Teacher sitting in his classroom in front of a poster of Lance Armstrong)

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT:

“What is the best way to study and prepare for tests?”

6TH GRADE TEACHER:
“The best way to study and prepare for tests is to do your homework.  Because if you don’t do your homework you don’t understand what’s going on in the classroom.  If you do your homework it will prepare you for your test.  Another way to is to simply review the night before.  Get your textbook out and study the examples.  Sometimes your teacher, if it’s me, will give out review sheets.  And you know kids, they don’t like the review sheets, but if you do them you’ll probably pass the test.  And if you pass the test, your confidence with soar.”

(View 7th Grade Teacher standing in her classroom.)

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT:
“What sports and activities are available for Middle School Students?”

7TH GRADE TEACHER:
“Well Middle School Mutt, there’s lots of sports and activities available to 7th graders.  Students are invited to play the school related sports under the program of the modified sports.  In the fall, you can play soccer or cross -country.  You can play indoor track and basketball in winter.  In the spring there is golf, track & field, and baseball or softball.  There are some requirements.  Academically, you have to be passing your classes to be allowed to play and stay on the team.  That’s very easy to do if you pay attention in class and do your homework.”  

(View 8th Grade Teacher sitting at her desk.)

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT:  
“How can you keep important information in your brain?”

8TH GRADE TEACHER:
“I think in order to keep all of this great information in your brain, you need to take care of your brain.  You can start by getting a great night’s sleep.  You can also help by eating a healthy diet – lots of fruits and veggies, lots of protein.  But you should be careful not to have too much sugar or caffeine in your diet because those can affect how your brain commits information to short and long- term memory.  Another important thing is to empty your brain every now and then because we can’t keep everything we learn in our brains, but we do have tools to help us remember things.  So you can empty your brain into an agenda.  You can also use lists of things you have to do, things you have to get, and things you need to bring to school.  Another important thing is to blow off some steam and stress.  And here at NNMS you can do some of that blow-off fun time with some activities we have here at school.  We have modified sports, after school clubs and activities, and we also have some great after-school programs with saved by the bell.  And letting your brain relax and have fun sometimes can really keep it healthy.”

(View NARRATOR and MIDDLE SCHOOL MUTT.)

NARRATOR:
“That concludes our tour.  We hope you take away from this a clearer understanding of what Middle School is all about.”

Credits roll to the tune of a popular hip/hop song.

