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Othello Literary Criticism Paper

This paper is MANDATORY and will be graded out of 200 points!!!
TOPIC:  Your choice based on your reading of Othello
DIRECTIONS:  Based on your reading and interpretation of Othello, choose a topic to write an analytical research paper on.  You should choose a topic that you feel is most strongly depicted in the play, not necessarily something that you personally agree with but cannot prove.  Analyze the play for examples to support your analysis and present these examples in a paper explaining your position.  
Your paper should contain the following elements:

Thesis Statement – Your paper must support a clear thesis statement (stated in your introduction).  Your thesis should not say ‘The theme of jealousy is shown in Othello.’  It should be more specific and let me know exactly what point you are making in the paper.  Anyone reading your paper should be able to identify what you are writing about in this paper and your position on the topic from your thesis.
Supporting Details – You must use specific examples from the play.  By specific examples, I mean quotations!!!  You should be using quotations from the play to prove your thesis.    Citations should be done in MLA format.

Literary Criticism – You must also include at least two outside sources that also support your analysis.  Your source should be from a literary journal or reference book, not SPARKNOTES or some other Internet summary.  Details will be discussed in class.  

Concluding Statements – This is your last chance to make your point.  Your thesis should be restated in the conclusion, but try to use different wording to avoid sounding repetitious.  
Works Cited Page – A separate page listing any outside sources used should be included.  Use MLA format and include the play and any literary criticism.  You should have at list three things listed!
Grading Scale:
Valid Thesis Statement – 10 points

Supporting Details – 50 points

Literary Criticism – 50 points

Concluding Statements – 10 points

Mechanics (standard written English, grammar, etc.) – 40 points
Notecards – 10 points

Outline – 20 points

Works Cited Page – 10 points
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Score:

1.  Thesis Statement





_____/10
2.  Supporting Details





_____/50

3.  Literary Criticism





_____/50

4.  Concluding Statements




_____/10
5.  Mechanics






_____/40  
6.  Note Cards






_____/10

7.  Outline







_____/20

8.  Works Cited Page





_____/10
TOTAL:







______/200
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