Fishing for Integers
Materials


• construction paper


• paper clips


• markers


• buckets


• yard sticks, to use as fishing poles


• string


• magnets


• tape


• list of temperatures from places around the world

Procedure

1. Prior to this lesson, the teacher will create a large thermometer using construction paper.

2. The teacher will also cut out paper fish and write the name of a location on one side, and the average temperature of that place on the other. A paper clip will be placed on each fish.
3. The teacher will create “fishing poles” for the class by tying a magnet on a string, and then taping the string on a yard stick.  

4. Once all the fish are made, these will be placed in buckets.

5. Students will use their “fishing poles” to select a fish from the bucket. 

6. The student will then have to read the temperature and place it in the correct location on the thermometer. Negative temperatures and positive temperatures represent integers, and the thermometer represents a number line. 

7. Check student understanding by checking thermometers to see each temperature is in the correct location. 

