The Ancient Olympic Games
Name _________________

Date __________________________

1. Which deity were the Olympic Games dedicated to?

Zeus
2. What was the year that the first Olympic Games took place?

776 B.C.
3. What was the year that the Olympic Games ended?

393 A.D.
4. How long were the Greek games held?

1,169 years
5. Where were the games held?

Olympia
6. Why were the games held at this location?

It was the oldest religious center in the world; convenient to reach by ship
7. How often were the Olympics held?

Every four years
8. Who could compete in the Olympics?

Freeborn Greek men; separate boy’s and men’s divisions
9. Why was a flame lit at the Olympic Games?

To honor Zeus
10. What was the only event held during the first Olympic Games?

Stade footraces
11. What occurred in 472 B.C.?

Extended from a 1 day festival with a few events to a five day event with wrestling, boxing, horseracing, jumping, javelin, and chariot racing
12. How was ancient boxing different from today’s sport?

Fewer rules; no rule about hitting an opponent when he was down; no weight classes; wore leather strips on their hands
13. There were five parts in the event known as the pentathlon. Name them.

Discus; javelin; jumping; running; wrestling
14. How was wrestling similar or different from the sport today?

Similarities: throwing an opponent to the ground and landing on a hip, shoulder, or back for a fair throw; no biting
Differences: breaking an opponents fingers

15. What was a discus made from?

Stone, iron, bronze, or lead
16. Describe a javelin.

Man-high length of wood, either a sharpened end or attached metal point
17. What was used for jumping?

Lead or stone jump weights
18. What was a stade?
Length of the stadium
19. What was the most difficult running event in the Olympic Games?

2 to 4 stade race with armor
20. The pankration was a combination of two events. Name them.

Boxing and wrestling
21. Name the two equestrian events held in the ancient Olympics.

Chariot racing; horseracing
22. Who were the judges of the ancient Olympics?

People from a local region called Elis
23. What prizes did the winners of each event receive?

Crown made from olive leaves; a statue erected at Olympia
